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The University of Maine will 
punish one of its fraternities for 
violating hazing policies, accord-
ing to a statement released by the 
university Friday.
The sanctions are the result of 
an investigation into the April 17 
search for Joshua Gilmore, a soph-
omore financial economics student 
who went missing for more than 
eight hours during a Sigma Chi ini-
tiation ritual.  
Gilmore was searching for a 
nonexistent “white cross,” similar 
to the one found on the fraterni-
ty’s crest, the statement said. The 
search for the cross is supposed to 
be “figurative, metaphorical and 
symbolic,” according to Sigma Chi 
President Zachary Hunt.
David Fiacco, director of 
UMaine’s Office of Community 
Standards, Rights and Responsibil-
ities in Student Affairs, headed the 
investigation. 
According to Dean of Students 
Robert Dana, Gilmore trekked 
more than six miles in an attempt 
to find the cross, heading out at 
roughly 6 a.m. and walking along 
the Stillwater River from the Sigma 
Chi Heritage House to an area near 
Dewitt Field, the Old Town airport, 
before turning around. 
Gilmore was seen emerging 
from a wooded area by the Steam 
Plant parking lot just before 2:30 
p.m., according to Richard Bowie, 
director of operations for the Down 
East Emergency Medicine Insti-
tute, the group that coordinated the 
search.
Dana said Gilmore and another 
pledge were required to be isolated 
from social contact during a period 
known as “Introspection Week,” 
which lasted April 11-17. 
For the week, the fraternity’s 
two pledges lived in one bedroom 
of two fraternity members’ Old 
Town home. The members were 
not allowed to watch television, ac-
cording to Dana and Hunt. Students 
were allowed to go to class and free 
to come and go, they said.
Dana said Sigma Chi pledges 
were required to perform house-
hold chores which other members 
did not have to do.
“That distinction of pledges vs. 
non-pledges — it’s part of that slip-
pery slope,” Dana said Friday af-
ternoon. “The possibility exists that 
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Tea partiers’ rise, 
journalism advice and 
police chief ’s goodbye
By Michael Shepherd
MEC Staff
Les Otten, a Republican candidate for gov-
ernor, believes talk of program and faculty cuts 
in the University of Maine System stem from 
lost revenues from a massive 
amount of layoffs since Janu-
ary 2008.
“Every discussion that we 
have in the state of Maine 
about lack of funding relates 
to the fact that we’ve lost 
32,000 jobs,” Otten said.
He believes the Maine 
Legislature responded slowly 
to the nationwide financial 
crisis, leaving state budgets haphazardly cut — 
which, in turn, affected the University of Maine 
System.
“The cuts that we should have made 12 or 24 
months ago, we’re being forced to make now. 
Instead of having them made rather judiciously, 
logically over a period of time with the ability 
to sort of respond to them, we’re now faced with 
the fact there literally is no money,” Otten said.
He said UMaine’s Advanced Engineering 
Wood Composites Center is “the gold standard” 
for the system’s involvement in Maine’s econ-
omy. 
Otten said Maine could be a nationwide 
leader in industries like biomedical, energy and 
wood technology with help from the system, but 
budget issues must be addressed before expand-
ing. 
“My route to attacking this is a longer route 
than just being able to say, ‘We’ve got to find 
some other place so we can borrow some mon-
ey’ or ‘We need to find somebody that we’ve got 
to tax in order to fix this in the short term,’ be-
cause borrowing money and borrowing our way 
out of the recession that we’re in isn’t going to 
work,” Otten said. 
Investigation reveals hazing UMPD chief 
confirmed as 
U.S. Marshal 
Staff photo by Michael Shepherd
UMaine Police Chief Noel March, left, speaks with a fellow officer outside the Sigma Chi Heritage House after 
the completion of the search for Joshua Gilmore, a sophomore who was lost for eight hours on April 17.
See Gilmore on A2
By Mario Moretto
MEC Staff
The U.S. Senate today confirmed University 
of Maine’s chief of police to be the state’s next 
U.S. Marshal.
President Barack Obama nominated Noel 
March to the post in December.
March was eating lunch in Bangor with two 
senior managers of the Marshals Service in 
Maine when his cell phone starting ringing off 
the hook, the chief said. Sen. Susan Collins and 
Rep. Mike Michaud both called March to con-
gratulate him on his confirmation, which passed 
unanimously in the Senate Thursday afternoon.
The police chief said elation was his initial 
reaction, but he is also anxious to take on his 
new role with the federal government.
“Nervous? Of course. It’s a huge responsibil-
ity,” March said. “To say I wasn’t nervous would 
mean that I don’t care as much as I truly do.”
March’s last day as chief of police for UMaine 
will be April 30. He said overseeing the security 
of the 2010 commencement ceremony will be 
his last act with the university for which he has 
worked for more than eight years. Afterward, 
he plans to take some time off before flying to 
Washington, D.C., to be sworn in.
In April 2009, a representative for Michaud 
asked March to submit his résumé for consider-
ation for U.S. Marshal. March was certain that, 
as a Republican, he would not be nominated. 
According to March, the representative assured 
him that Michaud was “more interested in what 
is in a person’s resume than who is in their Rolo-
dex.”
“This entire process has been a lesson in civ-
ics and patience,” March said. 
Otten: Lost jobs 
lead to state cuts 
Student Affairs places Sigma Chi on probation after finding unfair pledge treatment
Otten
See Otten on A3
See March on A5
Native People’s Alliance to host first social
Staff Report
The University of Maine student charged in 
January with stabbing another student in a fra-
ternity house fight will serve three 
months in jail and pay a fine and 
restitution, according to court 
documents.
Christopher Girouard, 20, of 
Sebago, pleaded guilty April 9 to 
two counts of Class D assault and 
settled out-of-court to a 90-day 
jail sentence, $850 in restitution 
and a $1,000 fine. He was booked in Penobscot 
County Jail, where he will serve out his sentence, 
later the same day. 
The student was charged in connection with 
a fight that broke out at the Phi Gamma Delta 
(FIJI) house on January 23 between Girouard 
— a member of Delta Tau Delta — and a FIJI 
brother. Police say Girouard stabbed the victim 
three times in the back. The victim was taken to 
Eastern Maine Medical Center, where he received 
22 stitches and was released later the same day.
Girouard had been free on unsecured bond 
since his first appearance in court in January. 
Staff photo by Rebekah Doherty
Mary Mahoy, of Orland, demonstrates finger knitting plastic bags into material for baskets, hats 
and dresses during the Hope Festival on Saturday at the Student Recreation and Fitness Center. The 
festival celebrates Earth Day.
Student receives
90 days for stabbing
By Bethany Lozada
For The Maine Campus
The Native People’s Alliance 
will host its first annual University 
of Maine Native Social in front of 
the Maine Bound Adventure Center 
from 1 to 3 p.m. on May 1.  
 “It’s something that we do in 
the native community,” said Min-
quansis Sapiel, an administrative 
assistant at the Office of Multicul-
tural Programs. “We have a lot of 
socials because that’s what brings 
us together.”
Sapiel helped organize the social 
with NPA to celebrate native cul-
ture. Attendees will celebrate na-
tive traditions with music, singing 
and dancing. This year’s event is 
co-sponsored by the Student Heri-
tage Alliance Council.  The event 
is open to all and although there is 
no attendance fee, proceeds from 
donations and purchases will go to 
NPA.
This year’s vendors, such as 
Chayak Crafts from the Bangor 
Mall, plan to sell Native American 
merchandise and art. Some of the 
vendors are NPA members. Food 
will also be sold by NPA.
 “Part of our group’s goal is to 
spread the word about native cul-
ture.  We’re really hoping that peo-
ple come,” said Brianna Finnegan, 
UMaine SHAC representative. 
NPA was started this year by a 
group of individuals who wanted to 
bring back a native student organi-
zation, Sapiel said. The group’s fo-
cus is on community activism, com-
munity involvement and celebrating 
native heritage, said Justin Umel, a 
graduate intern who works at the 
Office of Multicultural Programs. 
In an unexpected twist, an all-
women’s drum group has been hired 
to perform for the occasion.
 “In the native tradition it’s usu-
ally just men.  So to have an all-
women’s drum group is a big deal 
because there aren’t a lot of them 
out there,” Sapiel said. 
NPA hopes to make the native 
culture more prominent on campus.
UMaine has hosted native socials 
in the past, according to Sapiel.
“They used to have them a long 
time ago, in the ’90s,” she said. 
“There hasn’t been a social on cam-
pus in 10 years or longer.”
This will be the first student-
run social at the university since 
the 1990s, according to Umel. He 
hopes this event will be the first of 
many and said NPA plans to host fu-
ture gatherings.
Girouard
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By Rhiannon Sawtelle
MEC Staff
With two weeks of college life 
left for the University of Maine 
class of 2010, anticipation for 
graduation is growing. Aside from 
last-minute homework and finals, 
there’s only one thing left to do 
— celebrate. 
The Class of 2010 Council is 
making sure seniors can celebrate 
in style. 
Saturday kicked off Senior 
Week with “Chow Down and 
Drink Up,” an event behind Fogler 
Library offering free food and $1 
beers. 
Co-sponsored by the Senior 
Skulls, the event was open to all 
seniors, but only those 21 and old-
er were allowed in a gated drinking 
area where ID’s were checked by 
Public Safety. 
The first 100 participants re-
ceived free burritos from Verve. 
Black Bear Catering provided the 
beer and other food as well.
Senior Week is a tradition for 
students at UMaine, but this is the 
first year a class council has hosted 
the events. Traditionally, a senior 
council is formed at the beginning 
of the year.
Kathryn Wetherbee and Cory 
Davis, social co-chairs of the class 
council for the last three years, have 
been in the preliminary planning 
phase for senior week since last 
fall. Along with the other members 
of the council, they wanted to keep 
the celebration alive.
“There are certain traditions we 
wanted to keep intact,” Davis said. 
Wetherbee added that they tried “to 
add our own spin and get people 
behind it.”
Overall, they just want seniors 
to take pleasure in their last days 
at UMaine.
“It’s really a kind of a way to 
celebrate however many years 
you’ve been here,” Davis said. 
“Chow Down and Drink Up” 
was only the kicker for a weeklong 
series of events the council will 
sponsor over the week. 
Although events are planned for 
each day of the week, highlights 
include “Wine and Cheese Night” 
on Monday and a “Tavern Trot” on 
Thursday.
“Wine and Cheese Night” is 
a traditional senior week event 
and is co-sponsored by All Maine 
Women. Last year, Wetherbee and 
Davis helped with the class of 
2009’s event. They expect about 
100 people to attend the event at 
Buchanan Alumni House.
The “Tavern Trot” is expected 
to be a larger event.
The trot will begin at The Bear’s 
Den in the Memorial Union, where 
seniors can congregate to begin a 
night out on the town with their 
classmates. They will then travel 
to downtown Orono bars, stopping 
at The Roost, Margaritas, Wood-
man’s Bar and Grill and possibly 
the Bear Brew, depending on the 
bar’s opening date.
“We want to make it a special 
night out on the town in Orono,” 
Davis said. “We encourage stu-
dents to go out en mass and have 
fun.”
“It’s never too late to meet peo-
ple,” Wetherbee added. 
Students participating in the trot 
will receive a passport. At each lo-
cation, they will get a stamp and be 
entered for a prize after the event. 
To keep from overwhelming 
each business in the chain of events, 
times at each place overlap.
“We have clear lines of commu-
nication with each establishment to 
have a safe, enjoyable time,” Davis 
said.
Each stop will also host a spe-
cific event to celebrate senior week. 
Events include a wing-eating con-
test, a “Stein Song” competition 
and a costume contest. 
The week will wrap up with 
“Pride Day,” where seniors are 
encouraged to wear class of 2010 
apparel and show their enthusiasm 
for graduation. Wetherbee and Da-
vis will sit out on the mall with a 
cooler full of popsicles, rewarding 
seniors who show their pride with 
a sweet treat.
Although the Class of 2010 
Council is excited to host events 
for their own class, they hope to 
work with classes that follow and 
help them take control of Senior 
Week in the coming years. 
“We want everyone to have a 
better experience every year,” Da-
vis said.
“We want to make it 
a special night out on 
the town in Orono. 
We encourage stu-
dents to go out en 
masse and have fun.”
Cory Davis
Class of 2011 Council
 Social Co-Chair
Senior Week kickoff serves cheap beer, free eats
Monday, April 26  
Wine and Cheese Night
7 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Buchanan Alumni House
 
Tuesday, April 27   
Karaoke and Trivia
7 p.m. to 11 p.m.
!e Bear’s Den
Wednesday, April 28  
Maine Day
!ursday, April 29  
Tavern Trot




Staff photos by Rebekah Doherty
ABOVE: Seniors chow down on free chicken wings behind Fogler Library during a barbecue 
Saturday evening.
BELOW: Pat Nichols hands Laura Broussard a $1 beer during the senior barbecue.
you could then make the pledge 
do another behavior that isn’t 
so palatable or that could be 
problematic.”
Hunt said the chores per-
formed by the pledges were no 
more rigorous than those per-
formed by the residents of the 
apartment.
“Since pledges are living 
there for the week, they are 
expected to assist the broth-
ers with normal household 
chores,” Hunt said. 
The confidential executive 
summary of Fiacco’s investi-
gation, provided to The Maine 
Campus, said that during Intro-
spection Week initiates “were 
required to wear shirt, tie and 
sport coat while active mem-
bers were not required to wear 
similar attire.” Hunt said the 
dress code only applied when 
pledges were on campus, in-
cluding fraternity meetings.
The statement charges these 
practices as being in violation 
of the university’s anti-hazing 
policy, which defines hazing 
as “any activity expected for 
someone joining a group that 
humiliates, degrades or risks 
emotional and/or physical 
harm, regardless of the person’s 
willingness to participate.”
Sanctions against the fra-
ternity include a period of dis-
ciplinary probation and a full 
review of its pledge education 
program. According to Dana, 
the fraternity is under height-
ened scrutiny for one year. If 
other acts that violate the con-
duct code occur, the fraternity 
could potentially be suspend-
ed.
Sigma Chi will remain on 
disciplinary probation until 
May 31, 2011 and will not be 
allowed access to the Heritage 
House, where the fraternity 
holds occasional events, until 
at least Sept. 15.
The fraternity will also 
be required to create a “New 
Member Education Road 
Show,” which will be used as 
an educational model for the 
entire Greek community and 
other student organizations. 
Sigma Chi will talk about “un-
anticipated consequences” of 
student initiation activities as 
part of the program, according 
to Dana.
“I’m very disappointed with 
the way the university has cho-
sen to handle the situation, and 
fear that these decisions will 
turn potential brothers away 
from an organization who has 
done nothing but make me un-
derstand how to better myself,” 
Gilmore wrote in a statement 
released through Hunt.
Hunt said the UMaine chap-
ter of Sigma Chi’s initiation 
process has been approved by 
the national organization and 
that pledges were not forced 
into it. Gilmore wrote that the 
process was a “voluntary and 
positive experience from day 
one.”
“We make it clear that ev-
erything we do as a fraternity is 
entirely voluntary,” Hunt said. 
Hunt said the university has 
singled out Sigma Chi because 
of media attention surrounding 
Gilmore’s disappearance. 
“If they’re looking at us to 
this degree, they need to be 
looking into all student orga-
nizations to the same degree,” 
Hunt said. “Under the prec-
edent this sets, just about every 
student organization has some-
thing in their induction meth-
ods or procedures that would 
be classified as hazing.”
Mary Madden, an associate 
research professor in UMaine’s 
Center for Research and Edu-
cation and an expert on hazing 
in postsecondary institutions, 
said hazing definitions are of-
ten seen as overbroad.
“I would disagree with 
[Hunt], but I have heard from 
many students who would agree 
with him,” Madden said. “The 
issue is students are looking for 
a list of behaviors — ‘This is 
hazing, this is not.’ I think that 
when universities provide that 
list, students find other ways to 
haze their members.”
Madden said just because 
someone is volunteering for 
fraternity initiation does not 
mean fraternities are off the 
hook for hazing. 
She said cases of hazing 
“almost always” involve vol-
untary actions by initiates.
“It’s really important that 
organizations understand the 
power dynamics that are in-
volved in hazing — that it’s 
not just certain activities, but 
it’s the power older members 
have over the incoming mem-
bers, in particular, the incom-
ing member’s desire to join the 
organization,” Madden said. 
“In fact, with that type of group 
environment, you cannot re-
ally freely agree to participate. 
There’s a certain level of coer-
cion there.”
In the statement, Dana ex-
pressed hope that “Sigma Chi 
fraternity members will learn 
from this and take advantage 
of the opportunity to become a 
model student organization that 
can help lead positive change 
throughout the UMaine com-
munity.”
Hunt said Gilmore has not 
been initiated yet, but plans to 
continue the process where he 
left off.
“The end of the story is that 
no one was hurt and the young 
man who was allegedly the 
victim of hazing is more en-
thusiastic than ever and has the 
full support of his parents to 
become a member of the orga-
nization that is alleged to have 
perpetrated the hazing,” Hunt 
said.




“If they’re looking at us to this degree, 
they need to be looking into all student 
organizations to the same degree.”
Zachary Hunt
President of Sigma Chi
University of Maine chapter
Staff photo by Rebekah Doherty
Avery Olmstead hands Karen Foley change Saturday at the Hope Festival cafe which featured Maine 
made foods from places like Bagel Central. 
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STUDENT LEGAL SERVICES
157 MEMORIAL UNION 581-1789
Student Legal Services 
provides free legal 
services to full-time 
undergraduates.
Walk-ins or call ahead 
appointments accepted.
AN EXPENSIVE BEER
 Possession of alcohol by a minor: $200 to $400 fine for the first offense
 Furnishing alcohol to a minor: 
 Class D misdemeanor with fines up to $2,000 and up to 1 year in jail
 Operating under the influence:
 First offense - Class D misdemeanor, 90 day loss of license (1 year if 
 provision license), minimum $500 fine, and 48 hours in jail with blood 
    alcohol level of .15% or more. The court may impose higher  
    fines or longer jail terms.
Funded by Student Government
Missing bike
Officers received report of 
a stolen bike at 2:37 p.m. April 
22. The white and purple bike, 
unknown make and model, had 
been left at the north end of 
Androscoggin Hall earlier that 
day. When the owner returned, 
it was missing. The estimated 
value of the bike is $400. There 
are currently no suspects.
Help my Haro
A student reported his or her 
bike stolen outside Knox Hall 
at 6 p.m. April 21. The bike had 
been locked in the bike rack be-
tween 1:30 p.m. and 4:30 p.m. 
When the student returned, the 
bike was missing but the lock 
was left behind, intact. The 
bike is a white, 21-speed Haro, 
valued at $500. There are cur-
rently no suspects.
4/20 gone wrong
Officers performing a rou-
tine check at Cumberland Hall 
on April 20 were approached 
by someone at 11:47 p.m. 
claiming two male subjects 
smelled strongly of marijuana. 
The officers followed the two 
subjects and stopped them af-
ter they got into a vehicle. The 
two appeared to have some sort 
of substance that was affecting 
their behavior, and the smell 
of marijuana was evident. Of-
ficers searched the vehicle and 
uncovered a marijuana pipe 
and grinder, which were con-
fiscated. 
The two subjects cooperated 
and admitted to smoking mari-
juana. Cameron LaBonte, 18, 
was issued a summons for pos-
session of drug paraphernalia. 




For The Maine Campus
Police 
Beat
The best from Orono, Old 
Town and UMaine’s finest
By Michael Shepherd
MEC Staff
The scent of sunscreen was 
in the air as about 40 coura-
geous University of Maine 
students in various states of 
undress prepared for a long-
standing Earth Day tradition 
late Thursday morning — the 
annual naked bike ride.
“You have to lotion up or 
the paint will stick,” said event 
co-organizer Alissa Brown.
 “We are going to celebrate 
Earth Day by showing off 
what Mother Nature gave us,” 
said co-organizer Mellissa Ki-
erman before undressing.
The organizers said this 
year’s event was among the 
most successful they’ve seen 
in their time on campus.
“We got a lot of response 
this year,” Brown said. “We 
wanted as many people as we 
could get.”
“Yeah, we started ahead of 
time. It’s always been kind of 
like a secret thing,” Kierman 
said. “It’s pretty exhilarating. 
You’re like, ‘I’m naked. I’m 
butt naked and green and this 
is fantastic.’”
Riders ducked away from 
prying eyes onto the unpaved 
Allagash Road before the 
event to undress and apply the 
provided green paint—per-
haps their only moment of 
bashfulness all day.
“The worst part is taking 
off your clothes,” Kierman 
said. “Then, it’s all good. It’s 
so much fun.” 
The group of green jay-
birds went for a joyride from 
Allagash Road to the Alfond 
Arena. They then did a loop 
around the mall, circled fresh-
man residence halls and head-
ed back to the center of cam-
pus for a grand finale.
The procession was fe-
male-dominated but had ap-
proximately five or six men, 
according to Kierman. One 
particularly unashamed male 
led the procession pedaling 
with open legs.
When the party reached 
the mall on both occasions, 
more than a hundred students 
— some sitting in front of the 
library, some stopping on the 
sidewalk — let out thunderous 
cheers. Reactions to the nude 
trek were very positive.
“I’m just really proud of 
them. It takes a lot of courage 
and it’s a great celebration,” 
said Katie Flynn, an elemen-
tary education student.
An innocent family of five 
— a mother, father and three 
small children — sat down 
at a picnic table on the mall 
to eat lunch just as the crowd 
picked up. 
The kids gave puzzled 
looks at the bikers when they 
went by just a few feet from 
the table. The family was not 
there for the occasion but said 
they enjoyed it nonetheless.
“We did just pick the kids up 
from preschool,” said mother, 
Tamara Levitsky, a research 
assistant in the UMaine Euro-
pean Fire Ant Lab. “It doesn’t 
bother me, though.”
Serena Minutolo, a second-
year biology student who rode 
with the group, said the event 
was a great way to celebrate 
her 20th birthday.
“It’s a good way to start off 
the day and it’s just going to 
keep getting better and bet-
ter,” she said. 
She added that police could 
only escort the group on cam-
pus — so they decided to not 
go onto College Avenue or 
Park Street.
Deborah Mitchell, crime 
prevention specialist for 
UMaine Public Safety, said 
the Earth Day ride “is a tradi-
tion of the campus.” Kierman 
estimated that the event has 
been going on for about 30 
years.
“We’re here to make sure 
things go smoothly,” Mitchell 
said, adding that in other years 
there were complaints. This 
year, she received none.
A female participant who 
asked not to be identified said 
the crowds were unnerving at 
times.
“I could see people take 
pictures. That was the only 
scary part, but other than that 
it was great,” she said.
By the conclusion of the 
ride, the group’s Earth-friend-
ly message seemed to have hit 
home with at least some of the 
spectators.  Junior Thomas Hill 
described the event as a “fan-
tastic tradition” he hopes will 
continue “year after year.”
“I used to hate Earth Day,” 
said third-year English student 
Eric Lovejoy, adding, “I don’t 
anymore.”
Bikers shed clothes, don 
paint in Earth Day tradition
File photo
Green cyclists ride by Little Hall in 2009’s Earth Day naked bike ride.
The candidate said Maine’s 
economy relies on a cohe-
sive populous from Kittery 
to Madawaska, and believes 
many people from highly pop-
ulated Southern Maine may 
not understand the benefits of 
rural University of Maine Sys-
tem campuses, such as those 
in Presque Isle, Fort Kent and 
Machias.
“Until you go to those 
schools, until you meet with 
those students and you see 
what value for education 
they’re getting for the dol-
lars spent, it’s hard to under-
stand how much value is being 
achieved in some of these ru-
ral colleges we’ve got,” Otten 
said. “They’re important parts 
of their society — they’re the 
fabric of those towns.”
Otten said job revenues will 
directly impact the future of 
the system, especially under 
his administration.
“We have the ability to go 
forward, correct the mistakes 
of the past, but create the jobs 
of the future so that the state 
can have the revenues so that 
we can properly educate the 
kids that we have in the state of 
Maine who want to go to col-
lege, and have a university sys-
tem that is attractive enough so 
that kids from out of state will 
want to come to Maine to get 
educated,” Otten said.
The candidate lives in 
Greenwood, a town of about 
800 in Oxford County. Otten 
was the chief executive officer 
of the American Skiing Com-
pany — which owned Maine 
ski resorts Sugarloaf USA in 
Carrabassett Valley and Sun-
day River in Newry — until he 
resigned amid a budget crisis 
in 2001. 
The company, which dis-
solved in 2007, also owned re-
sorts in New Hampshire, Ver-
mont and Utah.
Otten bought Sunday River 
in 1980 and said he created 
anywhere from 1,200 to 1,400 
jobs – 400 of which, he said, 
were full-time. He says his ex-
perience creating Maine-based 
jobs resonates with Maine vot-
ers on the campaign trail.
 “Jobs are the No. 1 issue, 
taxes are the No. 2 issue and 
welfare reform is the No. 3 is-
sue,” Otten said. “That hasn’t 
changed one iota wherever 
I’ve gone.”
The candidate, who is the 
president of Maine Energy 
Systems, a Bethel-based com-
pany encouraging renewable 
energy for homes and business, 
advocated a liquefied natural 
gas plant “somewhere on the 
coast of Maine.” 
This would be a move to 
cheaper electricity, which he 
said would benefit citizens and 
the traditional potato industry 
of Northern Maine. 
“It’s available in North 
America and we don’t have to 
buy it from a foreign country, 
so the dollars stay in the Unit-
ed States,” Otten said. 
According to opensecrets.
org, Otten has given $5,000 to 
Maine Democratic candidates 
for Congress since 2008, in-
cluding Reps. Chellie Pingree 
and Mike Michaud – while 
giving $12,900 over the same 
period of time to Republican 
politicians, including Sen. Su-
san Collins and Massachusetts 
Sen. Scott Brown.  He said the 
contributions to Democrats 
have been no more than busi-
ness decisions.
“Whenever I give money to 
a Democrat, it was for the spe-
cific purpose of being able to 
foist my conservative business 
agenda on them,” Otten said. 
“If I had the opportunity to in-
fluence a Democrat, I wanted 
to influence them to my way of 
thinking.”
Otten was a minority owner 
of Major League Baseball’s 
Boston Red Sox from 2002 
to 2007, and counts among 
his greatest successes the two 
World Series championships 
the team won during his tenure. 
He also says his plan saved the 
team’s iconic stadium, Fenway 
Park, from possible replace-
ment.
“I hired [current Red Sox 
President and Chief Executive 
Officer] Larry Lucchino on the 
basis of saving Fenway Park 
and I sold the rest of the [own-
ership] group on the idea and 
Major League Baseball that 
Fenway Park was a venerable 
institution that was perhaps the 
most noteworthy monument in 
sports,” Otten said.
The candidate said revenue 
driven by improvements to the 
stadium allowed the Red Sox 
to put championship teams 
on the field. He said another 
championship team is in store 
for this season. 
“I have Red Sox blood run-
ning through my veins,” Otten 




“Jobs are the No. 1 issue, taxes are the No. 2 
issue and welfare reform is the No. 3 issue.”
Les Otten
Republican candidate for governor
Courtesy photo
Sisters of Phi Mu held their second annual Hoop-A-Paluza Satur-
day. The day of “philanthropy and fun” consisted of a free throw 
competition and a raffle. 
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He has been through “a full year of back-
ground checking, interviewing, vetting and 
preparing” for the questions he has had to 
answer before his confirmation.
After leaving campus police, March’s 
second-in-command, Capt. Roland LaC-
roix, will temporarily take over the respon-
sibilities of chief of police, March said. The 
university, which oversees the campus po-
lice department, will begin the process of 
officially hiring a new chief shortly there-
after. March said he hopes the university 
will choose LaCroix for the job.
“Roland LaCroix has proven to be a 
trusted and competent campus police lead-
er over the last year and a half,” March 
said. “He has my full support.”
“This is a very important federal law en-
forcement position in Maine that requires 
experience and integrity,” wrote Michaud 
in a statement Thursday. “Noel March has 
both.  He is an expert in community po-
licing and has a proven track record.  The 
combination of his professional experience, 
organizational leadership and temperament 
make me confident that he will serve the 
District of Maine extremely well.”
Before coming to UMaine in 2002, 
March was director of the Maine Com-
munity Policing Institute, chief deputy 
sheriff of Cumberland County, a member 
of the 2002 Olympic Police Force in Salt 
Lake City and assistant vice president for 
MBNA. He is a graduate of the Univer-
sity of New England and the FBI National 
Academy.
Established in 1789, the Marshals Ser-
vice’s responsibilities include protecting 
federal judicial officials, investigating and 
apprehending federal fugitives, running 
the Witness Security Program, transport-
ing convicts and seizing illegally acquired 
property.
By Macey Hall
For The Maine Campus
As the school year winds 
down, summer beaches, trips 
and concerts are on many stu-
dents’ minds. For some, their 
summer will be spent life-
guarding or folding T-shirts 
in a clothing store, but others 
will have time to themselves.
Shaina Dennis, a third year 
mass communication student, 
began working at her father’s 
food distribution company 
when she was in eighth grade. 
She has worked seven days a 
week there and at a Bar Har-
bor restaurant for the past 
three summers and said work-
ing long hours often prohib-
ited her from enjoying leisure 
time during her breaks.
“I only had two days off the 
entire summer — one being 
my birthday,” Dennis said. 
Dennis had her first inter-
view the last week of February 
and was offered an internship 
in the beauty-fitness depart-
ment at Marlo Marketing & 
Communications, which has 
offices in Boston and New 
York City.
The internship is unpaid, so 
she is looking for an evening 
job in a bar or restaurant.
Dennis will join the ranks 
of college students who spend 
their summer as an intern, 
working for free or a small 
stipend with hopes of obtain-
ing relevant experience and 
networking with potential em-
ployers.
“I started to look for an in-
ternship because I thought one 
would be a great way to not 
only help build up my résu-
mé, gain experience, but it’s a 
great way to network and meet 
industry people,” Dennis said.
According to Cathy Mar-
quez, assistant director of the 
University of Maine’s Career 
Center, internships are cru-
cial to finding a future job. 
She said companies will often 
“test drive” potential employ-
ees with internships.
Not all students spend their 
summers working for income 
or industry or experience. To 
meet the demands of a Divi-
sion I athletic program, most 
athletes must spend their sum-
mer training. 
Jeff Dimmen, a defense-
man on the UMaine men’s 
ice hockey team, will train at 
home in Colorado Springs, 
Colo.
Dimmen spends five days 
a week lifting weights, condi-
tioning and performing agility 
exercises at a National Sports 
and Conditioning Associa-
tion gym. Three afternoons 
per week he travels to the Air 
Force Academy to skate. He 
will also work at hockey camps 
and clinics in Colorado.
 “All my friends back home 
are hockey players, so we all 
work out and skate together,” 
Dimmen said.
He said that all members of 
his team have to spend their 
summers working out, much 
like a job.  Coaches usually 
provide players with a train-
ing regimen, but some will 
follow their own plan, like the 
one the National Sports and 
Conditioning Association cre-
ated for Dimmen.
Students who do not work 
may be in the minority, but for 
that lucky few, life is good. 
For graduate student Christo-
pher Gendron, the reason for 
not working is simple — he 
can afford not to.
After earning his under-
graduate degree in 2005, 
Gendron worked for three dif-
ferent companies full time. 
During this time, he was able 
to save enough money so he 
would have “the luxury of 
not being the poor grad stu-
dent.” He saved enough so he 
could live comfortably during 
graduate school while he was 
studying food science and hu-
man nutrition.
During his undergradu-
ate years of college, Gendron 
worked as a secretary and as a 
summer camp counselor. This 
year he will be traveling to 
Arizona where his parents and 
brother live while working on 
parts of his thesis for school. 
“This is going to be the first 
time in five years that I really 
don’t have to do anything. I 
am looking forward to that,” 
Gendron said.
By Dylan Riley
For The Maine Campus
A UMaine professor has been 
appointed as the newest member 
of the Maine State Film Com-
mission, an agency devoted to 
bringing film projects to the 
state.
Owen Smith, chair of the 
university’s New Media Depart-
ment, is already vice chair of the 
Maine State Arts Commission, 
making this his second guberna-
torial appointment. His appoint-
ment to the film commission is 
an unpaid three-year term, with 
a maximum of six years if the 
next governor reappoints him. 
Smith said he will likely rec-
ommend to the film office and 
its director, Lea Girardin, that 
Maine help the film industry 
grow within the state instead 
of simply advertising itself as a 
convenient location for outside 
projects. 
Girardin said current projects 
are generally smaller, low-bud-
get independent films but that 
the office needs to attract more 
large-scale projects, such as re-
ality TV shows or national com-
mercials.
“One of the things that I think 
the state of Maine needs to do 
is more consistently and more 
strongly market itself as a loca-
tion for film production,” Smith 
said.
Currently, the film office of-
fers a 10 percent reimbursement 
for non-resident wages and a 12 
percent reimbursement of resi-
dent wages for people working 
on a film project in the state, and 
Maine law offers additional tax 
credits for film projects shot in 
the state. To qualify for either 
incentive, film projects must 
spend at least $75,000 in pro-
duction costs.
While the film office has at-
tracted more than $215 million 
of direct and indirect spending 
by film projects within the state 
since 1996, Smith said Maine 
needs more incentives to entice 
film producers to film here. 
Cameron Bonsey, an inde-
pendent blogger who has been 
involved in the Maine film in-
dustry since the 1990s, said 
Smith has “done a terrific job 
with the University of Maine.”
Bonsey, who attended 
UMaine from 1978 to 1982, said 
the state and the film office need 
people like Smith. He agreed 
Maine needs bigger incentives 
to bring film producers to the 
state and cited “Bag of Bones,” a 
movie based on a Stephen King 
novel, as one recent example. 
The producers of “Bag of 
Bones” came to Maine in 2009 
to talk to Gov. John Baldacci 
about a 25 percent financial in-
centive to shoot their film in 
Maine, a policy employed by 
several states.  Despite approval 
from the Maine Legislature, the 
proposal died in appropriations 
because of lack of money. 
Producer Mark Sennet and 
director Mick Garris eventu-
ally decided to film the movie in 
Alaska, according to Bonsey.
“[Film producers] are not 
going to hang around and wait 
for an answer. They’re going to 
move on to the next place,” Bon-
sey said.
Georgia is a leader in in-
centives, with a 20 percent tax 
credit for filmmakers and an ex-
tra 10 percent if they include an 
animated Georgia state logo in 
their project. According to Bon-
sey, Maine is not doing enough 
to reach out to filmmakers.
“We need to explore more 
kinds of those economic incen-
tives,” Smith said, “by looking 
at other places and finding out 
what works,” Smith said.
The director of the Maine 
Film Festival, Shannon Haines, 
said the film office is very help-
ful. She said the film office keeps 
filmmakers connected with the 
13-year-old festival and spon-
sors some of its various compe-
titions and events.
“They’ve really been a driv-
ing force behind tax credits for 
filmmaking in Maine,” said 
Haines.
Smith said he hopes the com-
mission can help the film office 
generate incentives that are rea-
sonable for the state and which 
work to bring film production to 
Maine. He said economic incen-
tives are the focus, followed by 
locations and support systems 
such as tools and equipment.
Smith said Massachusetts is 
Maine’s biggest competitor for 
film production companies’ at-
tention, but he believes New 
England as a whole should work 
together to attract film produc-
ers. He said that Plymouth Rock 
Studios, Massachusetts’ newest 
filmmaking facility scheduled 
to open this year, is an incentive 
Maine could not hope to match 
but could still be beneficial.
“If we can dovetail or pig-
gyback on that facility in Mas-
sachusetts, and provide location 
possibilities and other kinds of 
access and use of certain kinds 
of additional technologies, that 
facility in Massachusetts can 
help us,” Smith said.
“Maine definitely has a lot 
of area locations that do attract 
films,” Smith said. “But they 
want to be somewhere where 
they can easily access woods, 
environments to shoot in or 
mountain scenes or those kinds 
of things.”
Smith already has ideas for 
how to improve the film office 
and has high hopes for his ten-
ure.
“Without looking backwards, 
I think that we can do things bet-
ter in the future,” Smith said.
March
from Page A1
Professor picked for state film board
“One of the things that I think the state of Maine 
needs to do is more consistently and more strong-
ly market itself as a location for !lm production.” 
Owen Smith
Director of New Media Department
University of Maine
City life, skates and 
relaxation: Students 
share summer plans
“This is going to be 
the !rst time in !ve 
years that I really 
don’t have to do any-




Staff photo by Rebekah Doherty
University of Maine Police Chief Noel March pictured in his office in January. He will 
end an eight-year tenure at UMaine on April 30 to begin work as Maine’s U.S. Marshal.
Signing off for the summer
This will be the last regular issue of 
The Maine Campus this semester.
Thursday’s edition will review the year’s biggest stories.
Check mainecampus.com over the summer for breaking news.
The Maine Campus welcomes corrections or 
clarifications to its articles. Please e-mail all such content 
to eic@mainecampus.com. Errors in opinion articles will 
be corrected on the opinion pages.
Correction...
An article on Page B1 of the Feb. 25 edition of The Maine 
Campus misstated that the bar did not serve food and that a full 
kitchen was necessary to meet state liquor licensing require-
ments. Club Ice did serve food, and a full ice is not a require-
ment for a liquor license, according to the state liquor licensing 
bureau. Additionally, Club Ice’s license was never in jeopardy, 
according to a spokesperson.
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Fraternity ruling:
Just crusade or 
damage control? 
T
he Tea Party movement, spurred 
by increases in federal govern-
ment spending, has been a con-
tentious element in American 
politics for more than a year now. 
One of the last major bills signed by 
George W. Bush, the controversial Trou-
bled Asset Relief Program that bailed out 
banking giant AIG, was estimated in April 
2009 to have a final cost of $356 million, 
according to a Reuters report. 
This act started the movement’s snow-
ball. When President Obama took office 
and signed an expensive stimulus bill, the 
group was incensed. Potentially costly 
health care legislation will not help ease 
the tension between Democrats and the 
Tea Party. 
But this tension doesn’t just stem from 
leaders in the White House and is neither 
Democratic nor Republican.
Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., is fighting 
for his political career in the 2010 Senate 
race. A poll showed McCain has 47 per-
cent of support to challenger J.D. Hay-
worth’s 42 percent, according to an April 
16 article by Rasmussen Reports.
In 2004, McCain got 100 percent of his 
primary. The times have changed since 
then — back when Bush was almost pop-
ular.
That change is the Tea Party. Their mo-
tivation was a massive increase in govern-
ment spending. 
Although America always has and 
forever will run a debt, the precedent the 
Bush and Obama years have set has led to 
alarm from the Tea Party crowd. Both Re-
publicans and Democrats, they say, have 
failed to find efficiencies of late. 
The reaction of the two established 
parties has been to marginalize the move-
ment, which started on the fringe but has 
now moved into newspaper headlines and 
nightly broadcasts — grassroots and unor-
ganized, but as close to a strong third party 
as we have today.
Former Massachusetts governor and 
potential 2012 Republican presidential 
candidate Mitt Romney urged tea partiers 
to get on board with the GOP in a March 
interview with Newsmax. He forgets the 
movement started because of disagree-
ment with the Republican message.
Democrats have been trying even hard-
er to take down the movement. A 2009 
press release from the Utah Democratic 
Party calls it “corporately funded, Fox 
News and right-wing radio orchestrated.”
MSNBC pundits Keith Olbermann 
and Rachel Maddow, among many other 
commentators, have even started to call 
protesters “teabaggers,” normally used as 
a slang reference to a sexual act.
These are desperate grasps to radical-
ize the movement. The tea partiers should 
be encouraged by this. It proves they have 
enough of a voice to be attacked by party 
leaders.
Leaders shouldn’t be looking to incor-
porate the movement into their parties or 
isolate them from discussion, because the 
Tea Party transcends party lines. It has 
an excessively libertarian bend — many 
in the movement hail Rep. Ron Paul, R-
Texas, as a hero. 
Paul ran for president as a Libertarian in 
1988 and as a Republican in 2008. In the 
House, he continually clashes with leaders 
in both parties. 
An April 24 letter to the editor in the 
Cape Cod Times said, “You have to hand 
it to the Republicans: The tea party move-
ment is nothing more than a brilliant re-
branding of the Republican Party, only 
this time without Bush-Cheney.”
Many in America believe Republicans 
control the movement. They are mistaken. 
Talk to McCain. Talk to Rep. Gresham 
Barrett, R-S.C., who was booed by nearly 
3,000 tea partiers at a 2009 speech. 
Why was he booed? He supported 
Bush’s TARP.
Although I don’t fully agree with the 
movement, its significance should not be 
dismissed. Any belief on fiscal policy with 
the support of that many Americans has 
enough merit to be examined. 
The Tea Party movement may not suc-
ceed in winning over the country, but they 
have triumphed by holding some leaders 
accountable for voting records — a feed-
back mechanism the country is inarguably 
founded upon.
Michael Shepherd is managing editor 
for The Maine Campus.
EDITORIAL
On Friday, University of Maine Student Affairs hand-ed down its recommendations regarding the Sigma Chi fraternity following the investigation of its ini-
tiation process, during which a student went missing for 
more than eight hours April 17.
According to a report issued by UMaine, sanction rec-
ommendations include placing Sigma Chi on disciplinary 
probation until June of 2011, exiling the fraternity from the 
Heritage House until at least next semester and forcing the 
brothers to review the Pledge Education Program with the 
help of their national office and university administration.
!e most bizarre suggestion is forcing Sigma Chi — 
found guilty of hazing its initiates — to develop an educa-
tion program instructing other Greek organizations on how 
to avoid hazing their pledges. 
!e full report of the Sigma Chi’s indiscretions does not 
seem to reveal anything egregious. It lists violations such as 
requiring prospective members to learn fraternity-related in-
formation and wear ties and sports coats when full members 
did not have a similar requirement. 
Sigma Chi’s one major strike is the much-publicized in-
cident involving would-be member Joshua Gilmore, who 
went missing on the morning of April 17 and was found 
eight hours later. According to the report, Gilmore’s disap-
pearance was due to a misunderstanding: He was told to be 
back at 5:47 a.m. — he heard 9:47. !inking he had four 
hours to complete a task actually meant to last three min-
utes, Gilmore went far beyond the intended boundaries and 
later became hypothermic and confused.
!e fraternity’s initiation practices do constitute hazing 
according to university policy and deserve punishment. 
However, one could not be faulted for thinking Sigma Chi’s 
list of infractions would have likely merited far less severe 
consequences if the accident involving Gilmore had not oc-
curred, making Student Affairs’ actions look less like objec-
tive retribution and more like a public relations move.
In order to avoid this appearance, the university has no 
choice: It must conduct an investigation of all Greek orga-
nizations, utilizing the same thorough eye and comparable 
penalties if any violations are found. 
If administrators truly care more about stamping out haz-
ing than merely having the appearance of having done so, 
then they are far from congratulating themselves on a job 
well done. 





Although I don’t fully agree with the Tea Party movement, its 
significance should not be dismissed. Any fiscal belief with the 
support of that many Americans deserves to be examined. 
Readers Speak: Best of Web comments
RE: Cultivating ‘higher’ education 
I have been associated with the Uni-
versity of Maine since my graduation in 
1985. Wherever I travel and talk to people 
about UMaine, the “stoner” reputation is 
something I never hear. The author does 
a huge discredit by creating a myth about 
drug use as a sterotype.
Back in the ’80s when we had Bum-
stock, you could have talked quite a 
bit about marijuana, but no one would 
have called us a stoner university. Let’s 
get some factual reporting back in The 
Maine Campus and get some pride back 
in being part of the UMaine community. 
Quit searching for made-up stories.
You changed the names, and there is 
no way to verify the basis of any state-
ment. Did anyone other than the reporter 
check these statements? I think this is a 
bunch of crap.
— Harry ’85
RE: Doctor explain’s student’s be-
havior, mindset 
Wow, this article makes me sick. 
What happened is not hazing, but clear-
ly a ritual to join the fraternity. If you 
don’t do it, you can’t be a brother be-
cause of the meaning of the act. 
The possiblity of hazing in this in-
stance is zero. The kid is an idiot and 
got lost. They take away the cell phone 
because you are supposed to be focusing 
on what you are doing. They didn’t have 
to worry about things like this 20 years 
ago when there were no cell phones.
— Frat Daddy
RE: Clinton and Obama bash Bush, 
feel threatened by tea partygoers
Tea parties are so unlike what the lib-
eral media portray. Yes, the crowds are 
angry and want to take back the country, 
but it’s not the kind of anger one needs 
to be fearful of.
I encouraged my friend to bring his 
children with him to the National Tea 
Party in Berea, Ohio, last Sunday so 
they could witness history, but his wife 
was concerned for their kids’ safety. For 
the same reason, I couldn’t even begin 
to sway a few other friends. 
They think tea parties are attended 
by nothing but dangerous right wing 
wackos. They base their opinions on 
listening to the media or seeing pho-
tographs of signs rather than attending 
one of these meetings themselves. If 
they would go to one, they could find 
out how safe, patriotic and friendly the 
attendees are. 
These same people vote without 
taking the time to see the other side, 
so how can they make an informed 
decision?
— Carey Masci
!e Issue: !e suggested sanctions of Sigma Chi following 
the eight-hour disappearance of a student.
What We !ink: If these actions are legitimate, a similar 
investigation must be conducted of all Greek organizations.
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So far, I have resisted writing a 
column filled with life advice. But 
now I’m out of column ideas. 
Journalism has come to define 
my thinking in ways that reach 
beyond the news pyramid and nut 
graphs. Much of journalism, like 
life, is rooted in the noble notion 
of searching for truth, so it makes 
sense that the two should have a 
dialogue.  
Check your facts. Too often, 
we conflate what we think with 
what we know. It’s easy to use 
statistics we agree with or to base 
arguments on information that is 
outdated or never actually true. 
The credo I’ve adopted is to have 
at least three independent veri-
fications for anything I state as 
fact. If you work for a newspaper, 
you will perpetually second-guess 
everything you read or write. It’s 
the nerve-racking but necessary 
task of critical thinking. 
Don’t assume. Making as-
sumptions is simple, but life is 
complex. Humans naturally reject 
complexity, particularly when 
they’re angry. That’s why angry 
people always sound stupid. Try 
not to get angry, and you prob-
ably won’t sound stupid. Recog-
nize that the solutions you see 
so clearly aren’t always at the 
world’s fingertips, and you can 
start the real work. 
Don’t use “I.” Don’t boast or 
brag. The work you do should 
stand on its own. As writers, 
we’re trained to avoid self-pro-
motion and concentrate on get-
ting the job done. The story isn’t 
always about you.
Don’t bail. If you said you 
were going to do something but 
didn’t, don’t disappear. Reporters 
tell their editors, who need to 
make decisions to compensate 
for your mistake. If you fail, it’s 
a failure. If you fail and hide, 
it’s an irresponsible failure. 
Communication is crucial, 
especially when you’ve screwed 
something up. 
Satisfaction is temporary. At 
The Maine Campus, it goes like 
this: You work for two days to get 
a story. The staff works to get it 
into print in a 16-hour-long pro-
duction day. The paper hits the 
stands about four hours before the 
next news meeting. Those four 
hours are the only break anyone 
gets. Small islands of content-
ment emerge from long seas of 
bustle and action. That’s life, and 
it’s OK. In fact, it’s ideal. 
Thank people, even if it’s 
indirect and a little awkward. I 
had ardent support from faculty 
at UMaine, much of it from two 
who will not be teaching next 
year: Greg McManus and Marga-
ret Nagle. They were generous in 
their encouragement and advice. 
Also to Laura Lindenfeld — any-
one who has met her knows why 
— and to Jeff Goolsby in the art 
department, for helping a first-
generation college student under-
stand what a university education 
can really mean.
Never rely on a single source. 
Whether it’s your story or your 
happiness, no one will tell you 
the truth. Everyone says they’re 
being honest. A lot of them mean 
it. Many don’t. Even the honest 
ones don’t know the whole story. 
You need to talk to many people 
with an open mind to get anything 
close to the truth, and when you 
do, all of them will say you got 
it wrong.  
Don’t take it personally. You 
will screw up sometimes, and if 
you’re lucky enough to be a news-
paper editor, you’ll get about 100 
critical e-mails every time you 
do. They will correct your error 
— let’s say you called a Student 
Senate resolution a “bill” — and 
point out your assumed charac-
ter flaws. But these people aren’t 
talking to you, they’re talking to 
their anger. Learn to pick out val-
id points from their conversations 
with themselves, and you’ll be 
able to fix the real issue without 
getting heartburn.
Maybe it isn’t “a real news-
paper.” A lot of life is fogged up 
by wondering if what you’re do-
ing has any real meaning in the 
world, or if you’re just acting out 
a game of make-believe. I can’t 
answer that, but I see nothing 
more “real” than doing what you 
love with awesome people. So go 
for it. 
Eryk Salvaggio was editor in 
chief of The Maine Campus from 
2007 to 2008 and spring 2009. 
He has also worked as Web edi-
tor, style editor, a copy editor and 
reporter. He will be moving to Ja-
















!umbs up / !umbs down
So much of journalism, 
like life, is rooted in the 
noble notion of searching 
for truth, so it makes 
sense that the two should 
have a dialogue.
Police chief’s farewell thoughts 
for college of his heart always
On a bright winter morning eight years ago, I began 
what would become the most interesting and significant 
chapter of my professional life. Little did I know how per-
sonal this experience would be.
That day, I became the new police chief for the Uni-
versity of Maine, following the legendary Alan Reynolds, 
who had been with Public Safety for 34 years. He had seen 
it all, and now it was my turn at the helm.
UMaine seemed like the perfect “laboratory” for me to 
practice the philosophy of community policing. With the 
idealism of a first-year, I set out to define this philosophy 
for Public Safety and the ever-evolving UMaine commu-
nity.
The ingredients of community policing are the same 
wherever you go: partnerships, problem solving and orga-
nizational change.
I challenged officers to make every effort to become a 
part of the community, and creative ideas began to flow. 
Soon, our officers were serving midnight pancakes as 
“The Flippin’ Cops,” they were introducing themselves 
to every first-year student and handing out First Aid kits 
(with the Maine liquor laws printed on the back) and every 
officer was issued a “deed” to at least one residence hall 
so they would feel enhanced ownership of their neighbor-
hoods. We were building trust, building relationships and 
building community. 
With those partnerships, trust and relationships built, 
we set about to engage students in problem solving. Tak-
ing a teamwork approach in identifying the causes of 
those behaviors and situations that pose the greatest risks 
to campus safety has been shown to be the best strategy for 
keeping “peace in the hood.” 
UMaine police officers can now be found providing 
prevention programming with the Peer Educators, meet-
ing with Greeks to discuss risk management, teaching 
rape aggression defense to young women and establishing 
“liaison officer” programs with sports teams, the GLBT 
community and various student organizations. Students 
can find officers on foot, horseback, bicycle or at our new 
desk in the Memorial Union nearly any time of the day or 
night.
Since my first day — January 2, 2002 — we have been 
through many interesting experiences together — some 
sad and troubling, others funny or awe-inspiring. The chal-
lenges of sexual assault, alcohol and drug abuse, bomb 
threats and fires have been my primary concerns.
My favorite moments while here have been helping po-
lice the 2002 Winter Olympics in Utah, speaking at a con-
ference on campus security in Russia and accompanying 
Dean of Graduate Studies Dan Sandweiss and his students 
to study archeology safely in Peru. And who could forget 
Bumstock and those World Series bonfires? I’ve had the 
pleasure of eating pizza with Whoopi Goldberg, chauf-
feuring Dan Rather around Bangor and handing out med-
als at the Special Olympics.
Most of all, I’ve had the satisfaction of working among 
some of the brightest and most interesting young people I 
could have ever found. They have taught me as much as 
I have tried to teach them, and, in the process, many of us 
have become good friends. I hold these experiences truly 
dear to my heart.
As I leave UMaine, the “college of our hearts always,” 
I wish to impart a few thoughts about living as a member 
of a safe and healthy community. Look after one another 
— roommates, teammates and classmates — and hold one 
another accountable. Care about where people come from 
and who they are. Respect one another’s experiences and 
perspectives. 
Listen to your hearts and think with your heads. Always 
be ready to forgive, even when carrying a grudge seems 
easier. Live peaceably among one another. Finally, know 
the lessons you have learned outside the classroom may be 
the most important lessons in living itself.
Until we meet again.
Noel March is the chief of the University of Maine Po-
lice Department. His last day in that office will be April 
30, after which he will be sworn in as a U.S. Marshal in 
Washington, D.C.
NOEL MARCH
Eight years ago, I set 
out with the idealism 
of a first-year to define 
community policing for 
Public Safety and the ever-
evolving UMaine campus.
Let my people laugh: Believers 
can joke without compromising
I have seen “South Park’s” newest episode, which 
shows the prophet Muhammad in a bear suit. I admit it: 
I laughed. I wasn’t laughing because bears look funny; I 
was laughing because the show once again crossed the line 
no one is supposed to cross.
Then I started reading news reports that the creators of 
the show, Trey Parker and Matt Stone, were warned of vi-
olent retribution for their sins against Allah. It left me won-
dering something: When will the faithful learn to laugh?
I am not a Muslim. I have learned a little about the reli-
gion, but I know far less than adherents of the faith. How-
ever, I am a Christian and could perhaps understand to a 
certain degree what some believers feel when comedians 
poke fun at their faith. 
It’s a phenomenon every believer — Muslim, Christian, 
Jew, Buddhist, Hindu, 
etc. — has to put up 
with. We’ll always 
be criticized for our 
faith. It’s part of the 
package. You cannot 
browse the Internet or 
watch TV for too long 
before someone’s re-
ligion is made fun of. 
Sometimes it’s just a little prod, but other times it can be 
downright cruel. 
American culture is built on the principles of free 
speech, something we believers are especially thankful 
to have. But it also allows for faith to be brought into the 
spotlight and laughed about.
I first learned faith can be funny in Monty Python’s 
“Life of Brian.” Brian’s life is remarkably similar to that 
of Jesus Christ, and the film uses satire and symbolism to 
make fun of the Christian community. To this day, it re-
mains one of my favorite movies. 
It taught me that sometimes you have to laugh at your-
self. Having faith in God doesn’t take away your ability 
to do that. I realize what I must look like when I bless my 
food before I eat, or when I talk about traditions my faith 
has. Sometimes I must seem odd, and comedy uses that. 
“South Park” took an extra step or two to make this 
point. When Islamic law forbids displaying images of 
Muhammad, you can’t get much worse than the prophet 
in a bear suit on a late night animated comedy show. This 
is far worse than making fun of my prayers. I agree this 
was insulting, but as faithful people, Muslim and Chris-
tian alike, we can handle insult much better than what the 
world sometimes sees.
The trick is simply to laugh. When Jesus is called a 
zombie, how can you not smirk? It is funny. You can’t 
deny the similarity, so why get so upset over it? Search the 
scriptures: Believers were laughed at all the time. 
In return, they didn’t scorn the scoffers or threaten them 
with violence. We don’t have to insult our own faith to 
get along with the skeptics, but we shouldn’t be afraid to 
laugh at a Jesus joke 
or a Muhammad 
wisecrack if it is just 
plain fun.    
There will always 
be those radicals who 
refuse to let it go and 
will arduously de-
fend every aspect of 
their belief, even if it 
comes to violence. I would argue these people are not re-
ligious nuts, they are simply nuts. Their fear of unbelief is 
worse than unbelief itself. Religion is peaceful in its most 
basic tenets. Believers should handle jokes in this manner.
I don’t pretend to know what God/Allah/Yahweh thinks 
of the comedy acts, but I do know this: Believers are called 
to be good people, and as good people, we can laugh at 
ourselves. 
We may think the comedians are looking at faith in the 
wrong way, and sometimes the jokes may actually be more 
insulting than funny. But personally, I will keep laughing 
because Mary knows abstinence really is only 99.9 per-
cent effective. 
Conner McFarland is a sophomore international af-
fairs student.
CONNER MCFARLAND
We don’t have to insult our own faith to get 
along with the skeptics, but we shouldn’t be 
afraid to laugh at a Muhammad wisecrack 
or a Jesus joke if it is just plain fun. 
It feels like the
last time...
This will be the last regular issue of The Maine Campus 
for the 2009-10 academic year. However, be sure to pick 
up the “Year in Review” issue, which will be released 
on Thursday. Also, please check mainecampus.com 
throughout the summer for breaking news updates.
Have a safe summer, and we’ll see you again next fall. 
Until then, you stay classy, University of Maine. 
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There is one key thing to 
having happy animals— un-
derstanding them. I can’t 
help but cringe when I see 















enriched environment for 
their pets. As always, it is a 
pet owner’s responsibility to 
attempt to know their animal 
as well as possible.
When I think about dogs 
digging as problematic be-
havior, a vivid image comes 
to mind — Beethoven, the 
Saint Bernard star of one of 
my favorite childhood mov-
ies. For those of you who 
aren’t familiar with the film, 
Beethoven gets nice and 
muddy, tromps through the 
house, and Charles Grodin 
goes berserk when he finds 
the massive dog lying on his 
previously white bed.
Of course, this is not 
desired behavior. No one 
wants to come home to a 
mud puddle of a bed, holes 
throughout the lawn or dug 
up flower gardens. 
However, a dog owner 
should be aware of poten-
tial “behavioral issues” and 
should be prepared to deal 
with them if they arise. 
The same goes for any pet 
owner—know what you’re 
getting into before you’re in 
too deep.
Digging is most definitely 
a natural behavior for dogs. 
Wild dogs and their relatives 
dig dens to sleep in and raise 
their young. Domesticated 
dogs dig to look for prey such 
as groundhogs or moles, and 
if they are going after an ani-
mal in its hole, they will often 
dig frantically to find it. 
Other times, they dig sim-
ply so they can cool off by ly-
ing down in the fresh patch of 
earth or to alleviate boredom. 
Depending on the specific 
dog, just being restricted to a 
certain area can cause them 
to dig.
Some animal behaviorists 
suggest allowing a “dig-safe” 
area for your dogs in your 
backyard, since the behavior 
is so ingrained. It is important 
to remember even if you are 
not able to set something like 
this up, do not punish your 
dog for digging. If you think 
your dog is digging because 
it’s hot, provide a cool shel-
ter. Eliminate any rodent-
related issues if your dog is 
searching for prey.
If your dogs are digging 
up flowerbeds, don’t let them 
watch people working in 
the garden. It is thought that 
some dogs actually do this as 
an imitation of their owners.
Digging is labeled as a 
“destructive behavior” and 
should be approached as such. 
Make sure the dog is not 
bored. Lack of environmental 
stimulation can cause bore-
dom and stress, and destruc-
tive behaviors such as digging 
or chewing may follow.
As mentioned before, bar-
rier frustration also can cause 
a dog to dig. Often times, 
allowing a dog free range by 
means of a dog door can eas-
ily alleviate this issue. Dogs 
that are punished by being put 
in a closed room or fenced 
yard are likely to exhibit this 
behavior.
It is imperative to under-
stand the consequences of 
improperly handling a situa-
tion. Many times, punishment 







“The response and the support of my fans 
and friends is probably about 90 percent of 
what keeps me wanting to do this,” said Ryan 
Peters, best known as Spose, a rapper from 
Wells, Maine. “I really have no desire to please 
record labels, or radio stations, or people that 
don’t really get rap music at all.”
Peters, who signed a record deal with Uni-
versal Republic Records in February, had his 
single “I’m Awesome” hit the American Top 
40 charts last week.
“The support of people who I respect and 
admire their enthusiasm and dedication to 
what I’ve been doing for over a decade now 
is one of the things that keeps me going,” Pe-
ters said. “All of this other nonsense is more 
stressful and confusing than it is rewarding.”
According to Peters, so much has hap-
pened to him in the last month — including a 
$25,000 music video filmed in his hometown 
— that he hasn’t even had time to process 
it. On April 21, Peters put on an impromptu 
show with his friend and fellow emcee Cam 
Groves in Wells. He played almost his entire 
catalog to a crowd of approximately 150 peo-
ple in what he called a “desperate attempt to 
feel something real.”
He said it was the best night of his life.
Peters has been rapping since he was 14 
years old and is currently working on his ma-
jor label debut. Now 24 and father of a one-
year-old, he is beginning to reap the rewards 
of years of hard work and sacrifice.
Peters, whose musical endeavors have in-
cluded playing in a pop-punk band and making 
an electronic album in middle school, started 
rapping with his friends in high school.
For three or four months straight, during 
his junior year of high school, Peters forced 
himself to rap everyday after school, freestyl-
ing until he had something he liked. At 16 he 
placed second in a freestyle competition at 
Ushuaia’s in Orono. At 17 he battled against 
a member of G-Unit.
“In retrospect it’s kind of hilarious, but 
at the time that was the s---,” Peters said. “I 
had braces, I had glasses, but I still rapped 
circles around this dude who was in 50 Cent’s 
camp.”
After high school, Peters said his freestyl-
ing skills were honed and he had found his 
voice as a rapper. According to Peters, “Every 
rapper exists within a box.” He said he found 
his “box” early on — something that set him 
apart from other rappers who struggle to find 
themselves.
For Peters, Spose is a character who “gets 
drunk and doesn’t really care.”
“I was able to take that personality ever 
since then about 60 different ways,” Peters 
said.
Throughout college Peters worked at 
writing many of the songs on his first album 
“Preposterously Dank,” but said it wasn’t un-





“I wasn’t expecting this part,” 
Rebecca Griffin said hesitantly 
before blowing into her saxo-
phone for a long, winding solo 
during a You Go to Hell garage 
session. Griffin and five other 
graduate students from the Uni-
versity of Maine English Depart-
ment make up the band—the lo-
cal opening act for the upcoming 
WMEB spring show.
KahBang Music Festival vet-
erans Royal Bangs of Knoxville, 
Tenn., will headline the event. 
Las Vegas, Nev., three-piece 
Coastwest Unrest will also take 
the stage at the Orono American 
Legion Hall April 30.
You Go to Hell, practicing 
in an orderly garage filled with 
as many lawn care products as 
musical equipment, play songs 
referencing literary greats Sylvia 
Plath, Tincturn Abbey and Leo 
Tolstoy.
Starting what the band recog-
nizes as its “most underdeveloped 
song,” banjoist Tyler Babbie ex-
pressed the need for a collective 
and marked descent into “at least 
two freak-out” interludes for the 
song’s grand finale. Drummer 
and WMEB music director Mi-
chael Fournier fervently agreed.
“During the freak-out we need 
to really freak out,” he said, re-
adjusting his drum kit while the 
band took a break amidst feed-
back for a broken banjo string.
The ska sound of the saxo-
phone and the banjo’s ragged 
pluck transform the more tradi-
tional remainder of the band: bass 
guitarist Steve Miller, guitarist 
Paige Mitchell and lead vocalist 
Katie Lattari. Mitchell’s young 
Photo courtesy Jeffrey Remick
Ryan Peters, also known as Spose, finds mainstream success as a self-made artist.
Courtesy photo
Pink Floyd cover band The Machine will be playing at the Collins Center for the Arts on April 29.
By John Shannon
MEC Staff
The popular Pink Floyd 
cover group The Machine will 
perform at Collins Center for 
the Arts on Thursday, April 
29th at 8:00 p.m. 
For the past twenty years, 
The Machine has paid tribute 
to Pink Floyd’s legacy through 
a multi-dimensional approach, 
faithfully recreating the band’s 
classic tunes. Spectacular 
state-of-the-art lighting, mul-
timedia accompaniments and 
impeccable sound result in 
elaborate and theatrical repli-
cations which give the band a 
reputation for excellence and 
create an intimate connection 
with their loyal audience.
Their live show includes a 
cross section of the sixteen-al-
bum repertoire that Pink Floyd 
amassed during their 30-year 
tenure as pioneers of experi-
mental rock.  On occasion the 
band has even performed Pink 
Floyd albums in their entirety. 
Highlights from their perfor-
mances include “Dark Side 
of The Moon” in sync with 
the classic film “The Wizard 
of Oz,” and playing live ac-
companiment to “The Wall,” 
Pink Floyd’s concept album 
and film.   
The Machine has performed 
at Bonnaroo, Musikfest and 
across Europe. In the last cou-
ple of years, the Detroit Sym-
phony Orchestra, Delaware 
Symphony Orchestra, San Di-
ego Symphony Orchestra and 
the Richmond Symphony Or-
chestra have backed the band 
during their recreations.
As they tour, The Machine 
has garnered plenty of critical 
acclaim for their skill and ve-
racity. They have been hailed 
for their “chilling accuracy” 
by Rolling Stone, and Spin 
Magazine claims The Ma-
chine “sound exactly like Pink 
Floyd.” New York Times, 
Washington Post and Philadel-
phia Inquirer have all chimed 
in on the precise performances 
of The Machine.
The Machine has several 
releases available that capture 
the vibe and experience of 
their live show. “Two Nights 
at the Keswick” was filmed 
during their 2003 tour, and 
“The Machine Unplugged” is 
an acoustic performance re-
corded at BB King’s in New 
York City. The band’s latest 
release is the “Live In Amster-
dam” DVD.
The Collins Center for the 
Arts is excited to play host 
to such a unique yet reverent 
group. With finals and pa-
pers breathing down students’ 
necks, a night off with good 
music and elaborate effects 
might be just what the doctor 
ordered to unwind and take 
the edge off. 
The Machine performs 
Thursday, April 29. Student 
tickets are $10, public tickets 
are $27. 
Rage with The Machine UM students prepare for 
WMEB show
Curious canines don’t 
deserve reprimanding 
for instinctual activity 
See Spose on B2
See Festival on B2
ontheweb
Access online-exclusive 
Beard Police and 
Restless Groove CD 
review at  
www.mainecampus.com
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to the next level. He had his 
sights set on establishing himself 
in the Portland scene.
Peters said during that sum-
mer he ducked out of a recording 
session to go to the beach. While 
lying on the beach, he had an 
epiphany — he scraped together 
some money and headed to the 
studio.
“That specific moment I re-
member vividly as realizing that 
I was going to need to sacrifice 
leisure and luxury,” Peters said. 
“That was a big turning point, 
because ever since then I’ve been 
pretty regimented in my work 
ethic.”
Soon after this moment he 
released his first album with his 
last $712 and began playing live, 
complete with a full band.
Peters has a commanding per-
sonality, something he attributes 
his success to. By recording his 
own songs, orchestrating his live 
band, writing his own bio and 
making his own posters, Peters 
said he is able to retain his vi-
sion.
“Everything plays into how 
you do,” Peters said. “It’s not just 
your music. If you think you can 
just make music and succeed, 
you are f---ing out of your mind. 
Understanding that is something 
that set me apart.”
Peters uses choice words 
when describing his success and 
the way “I’m Awesome” was 
picked up by southern Maine al-
ternative and pop radio stations 
WCYY and Q97.9: “A miracle,” 
“tripping” and “bewildered.”
The day “I’m Awesome” hit 
No. 2 on the charts in Portland, 
Peters got 15 phone calls from la-
bel executives in New York.
University of Maine student 
Marcus Desveaux said when Pe-
ters was in New York meeting 
with label executives, he sent him 
a text message saying Jay-Z and 
Trey Songz were playing poker 
five feet away from him.
Desveaux — a longtime 
friend and fan of Peters — said 
he is excited to see him doing 
so well. Desveaux said even 
though Peters is gaining nation-
wide popularity, he is still staying 
true to his hometown. The video 
for “I’m Awesome” was shot in 
Wells — part of it filmed at the 
same place he had his first-ever 
concert.
“I personally don’t feel like 
anything is being taken away 
from me,” Desveaux said about 
Peters’ success. “I’m so happy I 
can’t even express it.”
Desveaux said he met Peters 
when he was in middle school 
and Peters was in high school — 
Peters’ sister is Desveaux’s age.
“People would always bug 
him to rap,” Desveaux said. 
“They would give him three ob-
jects to rap about and he would 
have to incorporate these things 
into the freestyle. One time some-
body pointed to me and he used 
my name for the freestyle.”
As Desveaux got older, the 
two became better friends, bond-
ing over their disagreements 
— Desveaux loves Tupac and the 
Yankees, Peters loves Biggie and 
the Red Sox.
Peters said he plans to repre-
sent Maine by being himself, an 
honest, hard-working Mainer “in 
the face of the big, evil, record 
company machine.”
“I’m not a lobsterman,” Pe-
ters said. “I’m not going to 
walk around being a parody of 
Maine.” Although he did add he 
was wearing L.L. Bean shorts at 
the moment.
In one of Peters’ newest 
songs, “You Can’t Get There 
From Here,” he talks about prov-
ing that Maine is just like every 
other part of the country thanks 
to the Internet and TV.
“It’s the Internet world. Any-
body can find anything any-
where,” Peters said. “Owl City 
are from the middle of f---ing no-
where. Me, I’m from the middle 
of f---ing nowhere. It can happen 
to anyone.”
Peters had plenty of advice 
for aspiring Maine musicians, 
no matter what genre. He said 
people must work on their music 
every day of the week, but also 
work on taking their act beyond 
that.
According to Peters, artists 
must be consistent and profes-
sional, nailing down their image.
“Even bands that are all about 
the music have their image so 
down,” Peters said. “For exam-
ple, Radiohead have their image 
so down and they’ve always been 
consistent. They’re always inno-
vative; they’re always on the cut-
ting edge of art.”
Above all, Peters said the key 
is sacrifice: sacrificing your time, 
friends, relationships, money and 
pride.
“You’ve got to make sacrifices 
but stay who you are, because it’s 
all a balance,” Peters said. “The 
formula is there — it takes hard 
work and sacrifice, and that’s it.”
daughter Lily, the band mascot, 
prances around snow shovels 
and a white canoe, clad in a Lit-
tle Mermaid dress and oversized 
protective headphones.
The band mates all have mu-
sical experience, but for several, 
You Go to Hell is their first band 
– and they’re having a good time 
being in it. Fournier has been 
playing the drums for about a 
year and a half. Miller, originally 
a drummer, decided to trade in-
struments for this particular musi-
cal venture. For Griffin, this is her 
first time playing the saxophone 
since high school.
“I just wanted to hang out and 
play the sax,” said Griffin with a 
smile..
As WMEB music director, 
Fournier said he was well-po-
sitioned to put a You Go to Hell 
“bug” in fellow station execu-
tives’ ears when it came time to 
book bands for the spring show.
“The music director has to have 
a finger pretty firmly on the pulse 
of the music scene,” said WMEB 
production director Keagan Rae 
of band selection. Rae explained 
the fall show is usually locally 
oriented, featuring Maine bands, 
while for the spring show the sta-
tion tries to attract larger acts.
WMEB promotions director 
Matthew Louis said the station 
wants to showcase fairly well 
known bands, but have budget-
ary considerations to take into 
account.
Louis and Fournier have been 
working with Coastwest Unrest, 
while former music director and 
current station manager Jay Grant 
has been the driving force behind 
Royal Bangs’ upcoming appear-
ance in Orono. Royal Bangs are 
currently touring in Europe and 
were unavailable for comment, 
according to band manager Jody 
White of JD White Management 
in Nashville.
“We want as many people to 
show up as possible,” Rae said 
of the station’s spring show. He 
and Louis explained turnout is 
the main reason WMEB struggles 
with selecting a venue. The station 
executives want to include every-
one, including those under 21.
“We try to cater to all ages,” 
Louis said, adding that the show’s 
goal is to provide an alternative to 
standard Friday night activities in 
the Orono area.
Meanwhile, in a garage in 
Orono, You Go to Hell work 
toward their first real gig with 
laughter and cans of Miller Lite.
After discussing Royal Bangs’ 
European tour and Coastwest Un-
rest’s first national tour, Fournier 
addressed his band mates with 
joking encouragement: “We’ll 
be going on a one-day tour,” he 
said.
By John Shannon 
and Kyle Kernan
MEC Staff
With summer break upon us, 
Hollywood is pulling out the 
big guns to lure audiences from 
the beaches and into the cool air 
conditioned theaters. With four 
months worth of films ahead and 
a wide selection, here are the 
films that we feel are truly worth 
getting excited for. 
John Shannon
5: Jonah Hex (June 18)
Of all the films coming up this 
summer, this has the most poten-
tial and the most uncertainty. Josh 
Brolin plays Jonah Hex, a scarred 
bounty hunter from the wild west 
who is hired to take down a zom-
bie-raising madman with world 
domination on his mind. 
With a ridiculous, tongue-in-
cheek premise, John Malkovich 
as the villain and Megan Fox as 
the love interest, this could be an 
action-packed campy piece like 
“GI Joe” or “Transformers.” Un-
fortunately, rumors of trouble on 
set and massive reshoots this past 
winter don’t bode well. While 
I’m holding out hope for some-
thing special, it may be wise to 
look at the film’s reviews before 
running out to the theater.
4: Iron Man 2 (May 7)
Marvel continues to rebuild its 
empire with the release of “Iron 
Man 2.” With Robert Downey Jr. 
and director Jon Favreau return-
ing and Mickey Rourke and Scar-
lett Johansson joining the cast, 
the film seems to widen the scope 
and build up Marvel’s movie uni-
verse. With a tease at the end of 
2008’s “Incredible Hulk,” and 
“Thor” and “Captain America” 
soon to be released, an “Aveng-
ers” film isn’t far off. “Iron Man 
2” should be a fun-filled romp in 
a world with superheroes aplenty, 
and continue to build up one of 
the most ambitious endeavors in 
modern cinematic history. 
3: The Last Airbender (July 
2)
Based upon the hit Nickelode-
on TV show, “The Last Airbend-
er” is M. Night Shyamalan’s last 
hope for redemption after flops 
“The Happening” and “Lady in 
the Water.” Recounting a war in 
another world where different 
tribes use elements such as water, 
air and fire as weapons, this may 
seem like a high concept “Cap-
tain Planet” riff to some. But the 
show is one of the best children’s 
series ever, with tight action and 
effective storytelling. If the film 
is even half as good as the source 
material, we should be in for a 
treat this Fourth of July weekend. 
With a lighthearted first install-
ment and a significantly darker 
sequel on deck, this could be the 
“Star Wars” for a new generation 
of youngsters.
2: Toy Story 3 (June 30)
Speaking of youngsters, any-
thing from Pixar certainly gets 
me excited and feeling like a kid 
again. And the long awaited final 
installment in the “Toy Story” 
franchise is worth getting dou-
bly thrilled about. After their Art 
House Trilogy — “Ratatouille,” 
“WALL-E” and “Up”), Pixar is 
taking us to simpler, more care-
free pastures with a return to the 
comical tones of “Monsters Inc.” 
and “Finding Nemo.” But it may 
not all be fun and games. When 
the film screened at ShowWest, 
many bloggers wrote of openly 
crying by the film’s end. One can 
only wonder why, and hope the 
toys we’ve known since child-
hood all make it out in one piece. 
1: Scott Pilgrim vs. The 
World (August 13)
Based upon Bryan Lee 
O’Malley’s superb indie comic 
and directed by Edgar Wright 
(“Shaun of the Dead,” “Hot 
Fuzz”), “Scott Pilgrim vs. The 
World” is a story of a Canadian 
slacker who meets the girl of his 
dreams. The only problem is she 
has seven evil ex-boyfriends, 
and in order to truly win her 
hand he must defeat all of them. 
In a whirlwind pastiche of video 
games, music and other pop 
culture influences, this is a film 
similar to “Kick-Ass” in the way 
that it is entirely for our genera-
tion. 
Anyone over 30 will hate it, 
and anyone under 20 probably 
won’t understand it. This is a film 
for us, the generation that broke 
the mold and made it cool to be 
a geek; the generation now living 
in a post-sexual revolution, post-
irony, post-industrial world. 
The book uses our own cul-
tural touchstones to explore time-
less themes of relationships and 
the things that make us great as 
well as the things that make us 
disappointments. Simultaneously 
absurd and touching, “Scott Pil-
grim” is the one film this summer 
that is not to be missed.
Kyle Kernan
5: Robin Hood (May 14)
It’s taken a lot to get this 
Robin Hood and his merry men 
out of Sherwood Forest and into 
multiplexes. The first script, titled 
“Nottingham,” had the sheriff as 
the sympathetic hero and Robin 
as less righteous. 
Screenwriter Brian Helge-
land rewrote the script to serve 
the original folklore. After King 
Richard’s assassination, King 
John has the sheriff of Notting-
ham and Sir Godfrey institute 
taxation on the deprived people 
prompting Robin and his merry 
men to dish out some justice. 
The all-star cast includes Rus-
sell Crowe as Robin Hood, Cate 
Blanchett as Maid Marian, Mark 
Strong as Sir Godfrey, William 
Hurt as William Marshall and 
Kevin Durand as Little John. 
The trailers and TV spots offer 
entertaining glimpses into the 
camaraderie between Robin and 
his merry men and also the in-
tense conflict with their enemies. 
Akin to the recent reinvigoration 
of franchises such as Batman, 
James Bond and “Star Trek,” 
“Robin Hood” hopes to be the 
epic period piece audiences have 
been craving since “Gladiator.”
4: Inception (July 16)
“Inception” is a thriller that 
takes place within the human 
mind.  It tells the story of Cobb, 
played by Leonardo DiCaprio, an 
agent with access to technology 
that allows him to enter people’s 
minds through their dreams.  Af-
ter the success of Christopher 
Nolan’s last film, “The Dark 
Knight,” there’s no telling how 
far he can go in developing so-
phisticated films with substance 
for vast audiences. 
“Inception” has a key sum-
mer release date, an intriguingly 
ambiguous premise that has cre-
ated buzz and a distinguished 
ensemble fronted by one of the 
industry’s hottest actors.  
3: Knight and Day (June 
25)
You can’t help but be capti-
vated by Tom Cruise the indus-
try’s most controversial super-
star. From the Oprah incident and 
the peculiar nature of his Scien-
tology beliefs to Paramount’s 
split from him four years ago, 
Cruise’s liability and popularity 
have been spiraling downward. 
However, his roles in “Valkyrie” 
and “Tropic Thunder” have peo-
ple interested in him again, and 
“Knight and Day” will test how 
far that interest can go. 
The film’s basic story is about 
secret agent Miller, played by 
Cruise, who loses touch with re-
ality. This spurns a slue of amus-
ing, out-of-control adventures, as 
he’s paired with an unlikely inno-
cent bystander, played by Cam-
eron Diaz. The film looks quite 
promising, exhibiting Cruise as a 
cross between the quirky, crazed 
Jerry Maguire and the intense, 
violent Ethan Hunt of “Mission: 
Impossible.” Diaz and Cruise 
seem to spark chemistry on 
screen as well. 
This should be Cruise’s most 
amusing performance in recent 
memory. The action and stunts 
also look spectacular.  
2: The A-Team (June 11)
This film is like a testosterone 
super value meal. Produced by 
brothers Ridley and Tony Scott, 
this should be the action release 
of the summer.  The A-Team fol-
lows the beloved 80’s TV series 
about a band of soldiers wrong-
fully convicted of a crime they 
didn’t commit. They escape from 
prison, are wanted by the govern-
ment and become soldiers for 
hire. 
Liam Neeson fronts the cast 
as the white-haired leader of the 
team, John “Hannibal” Smith. 
Bradley Cooper plays Faceman 
and Sharlto Copley, of “District 
9” fame plays Murdock. The 
first two trailers for “The A-
Team” promise some wild stunts 
and comedic moments, such as 
Murdock trying to jump start an 
ambulance with a defibrillator. 
If there are going to be such mo-
ments in “The A-Team,” you can 
sign me up to be there opening 
day. 
1: Get Low (July 30)
“Get Low” is the independent 
film I’m most excited for this 
summer. It stars Robert Duvall 
as a 1930s Tennessee hermit who 
throws his own funeral party—
while he’s still alive. The film is 
about a man trying to put right 
the story of his life. The mystery 
of the film is whether or not his 
story is fact or fiction. 
The film has Bill Murray as a 
funeral director, and supporting 
roles from Sissy Spacek and Lu-
cas Black. To see Murray paired 
with Duvall is reason enough to 
be interested in this film. 
Summer movie guide
Our picks for the season’s most worthy films
20th Century Fox
From left to right: Bradley Cooper, Sharlto Copley, Liam Neeson and Quinton Jackson com-
prise the new A-Team.
Universal Films
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D i v e r s i o n s
Across
1- Wagon;
5- Goes into business;
10- Some Ivy Leaguers;
14- Calculus calcula-
       tion;
15- Coup ___;
16- “Strange” introduc-
       tion;
17- Ascended, flower;




23- Greek god of the 
       winds;
25- Primordial giant in 




35- Large wave caused 
       by tidal flow;
37- As being;
38- Off-Broadway 
       theater award;
39- Pays to play;




44- Device for applying 
       ocular rinse;
46- Speaks;
48- Goddess and sister 
of Ares in Greek my-









64- Capital of Calvados, 
       in NW France;
65- Castle ring;




2- “______ by any other 
       name…”;
3- Receptive;
4- ___ kwon do;
5- Black Sea port;





11- Bottom of the 







28- Island in the East 
       China Sea;
30- Person who rides 










43- Shrivelled, without 
       moisture;
45- Building material;
47- Unsteady gait;
49- From that time;
51- Bird that gets you 
       down;
52- !orn;
53- Still;
54- A dish with many 
       ingredients;
55- “Give that ____ 
       cigar!”;
56- Extended family 
       unit;
57- Dynamic beginning;
61- AT&T rival;
•  Each row must have 
numbers 1 - 9 in any order 
but each digit can only 
appear once.
•  Each column must have 
numbers 1 - 9 in any order 
but each digit can only 
appear once.
•  Each 3x3 box must have 
numbers 1 - 9 in any order 
but each digit can only 
appear once.
There is only one 
correct answer.
Difficulty level: Hard
Aries - March 21 to April 20 - In the morning, a relative from 
out of town may bring you unpleasant news. You may have to leave 
on a long trip. If you have to drive, you should observe traffic rules 
carefully in order to avoid getting a ticket. 
Taurus - April 21 to May 20 - You will receive good news from 
relatives, who could even pay you a visit. Try not to be so jumpy and 
avoid controversies with your loved one. You may want to consider 
an elder relative’s advice. 
Gemini - May 21 to June 21 - You will have a busy time with 
quite a lot on your plate, but you may not be in your best shape. 
Don’t take any chances. Luck is not on your side today. Avoid argu-
ments with your loved one. 
Cancer - June 22 to July 22 - Unexpected events may make 
you change today’s schedule completely. A family friend may offer 
you the opportunity to join in a profitable business project. Sleep 
over a decision rather than making it hastily.
Leo - July 23 to Aug. 22 - In the morning, you may have to 
leave on a business trip. You won’t seem to be in a good mood and 
may tend to overreact. Don’t try to impose your own views on others 
and avoid any arguments. 
 
Virgo - Aug. 23 to Sept. 22 - !is morning, you will feel rather 
nervous due to a misunderstanding with an older woman in the fam-
ily. You may want to avoid meeting with friends and relatives, for 
your nervousness may spoil everybody’s mood.
Libra - Sept. 23 to Oct. 23 - You will feel discontent with ev-
erything and will try to make a change in your life. You may fail to 
get the loan you have been looking for lately. Keep calm. Otherwise, 
you could trigger a huge fight. 
Scorpio - Oct. 24 to Nov. 22 - You may feel upset because of 
recent financial difficulties. Don’t lose patience. A friend is willing to 
lend you the money you need. !is is an unfavorable time for busi-
ness. Your chances to succeed are rather thin today.
Sagittarius - Nov. 23 to Dec. 21 - If you are planning to in-
vest, you are advised to be patient. Your chances are not good today. 
Avoid any risk, for you may easily lose. Nervousness could affect your 
partnerships. You may want to consider an older relative’s advice. 
Capricorn - Dec. 22 to Jan. 20 - !is morning, you could 
be in a bad mood because of financial difficulties. Remain calm and 
cautious, especially in trading activities, for honest mistakes may eas-
ily get you in trouble with the law.
Aquarius - Jan. 21 to Feb. 19 -  You are advised to be careful 
with any expenses in order to avoid an argument with your loved 
one. To avoid a fight, you may want to go shopping together. 
Pisces - Feb. 20 to March 20 - You may be angry because of 
minor financial difficulties. You are advised to remain calm in every-
thing you do. You may want to consider an older relative’s advice. 
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Answer key in sports











































Word search courtesy of puzzles.ca
Find and circle all of the Electronics related 
terms that are hidden in the grid.
!e remaining letters spell the name of a 
common electronic component.
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Athletes of the Week
Terren Hall – Softball
The junior third baseman from Bucksport went 4-
for-10 over the weekend against UMBC, including 
a 3-for-5 performance on Sunday afternoon where 
she hit a walkoff RBI single in the bottom of the 
ninth inning. Hall had five RBI over the weekend as 
the Black Bears took two-of-three games from the 
Retrievers.
Riley Masters – Track & Field
The sophomore star from Bangor finished second 
in the 5,000 meters at the Penn Relays in Philadelphia 
on Thursday. Masters barely missed breaking his 
own record in the event with a time of 14:25.91. His 
time qualified for the ICAA Championships. Staff photo by Amy Brooks
Jeffrey Gibbs delivers a pitch in Sunday’s 4-3 win against University of Hartford. Gibbs went 7 and 
one-third innings, giving up zero earned runs and striking out eight. The Black Bears improved to 7-3 
in America East play with the three-game sweep of the Hawks.
Gustav Nyquist stepped foot 
on campus in fall 2008 and 
immediately made his presence 
felt on the ice, leading the 
Black Bears in points during 
his freshman season. Although 
the Black Bears struggled 
for the second straight year, 
Nyquist and his young 
teammates brought optimism to 
a sagging fanbase heading into 
the 2009-10 season.
Nyquist and the Black 
Bears advanced all the 
way to the Hockey East 
Championship Game against 
eventual national champion 
Boston College and fell in 
overtime 7-6.
The sophomore Nyquist was 
named a Hobey Baker Award 
finalist for his exceptional 
season. He led the nation in 
points with 61 and assists with 
42. The Detroit Red Wings 
draft choice was the only 
unanimous selection to the 
2010 Hockey East First Team 
and was the runner-up for 
Player of the Year.
Nyquist is expected to return 
for his junior season.
Riley Masters breaks a 
four-minute mile – A lot of 
people do not follow track 
because it’s not a mainstream 
sport. UMaine should probably 
start following the sport 
with the emergence of Riley 
Masters.
On Feb. 13, the sophomore 
standout became the first Black 
Bear to break the four-minute 
mile barrier, breaking the 
school record with a time of 
3:59.97.
He went on to place fifth 
at the NCAA Championships 
in the mile and was named 
an All-American for his 
efforts. Masters has two years 
remaining as a Black Bear 
and the sky is the limit for the 
Bangor native, as he is only 
poised to get better.
While those are the top 
storylines for the past two years 
in UMaine athletics, Black 
Bear fans will certainly have 
something to cheer about in the 
upcoming season. The football 
and men’s hockey teams return 
most of their key players to 
teams that showed promise last 
season. The men’s basketball 
team only lost one starter off a 
squad that won 19 games. The 
baseball and softball teams will 
have to deal with a few losses, 
but are currently in the midst of 
successful seasons at the top of 
America East.
I’ll be graduating in less 
than two weeks and hopefully 
moving on to greener pastures 
— although that will probably 
not happen. 
It’s been a good ride at 
UMaine, though, and I will 
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Crossword Solution
UMaine scored the first run 
of the game in the third off a 
balk by Hartford pitcher Mike 
Thatcher (3-2), who got the 
loss for the Hawks. The scoring 
continued as Mercurio drove in 
Fransoso to give Maine the 2-0 
lead. 
Hartford cut UMaine’s lead 
in half in the top of the fifth, 
but Black Bears regained the 
two-run lead as Fransoso scored 
his second run of the game off a 
Patzalek double. 
UMaine added an insurance 
run in the bottom of the eighth, 
when Howard drove in Joey 
Martin with a sacrifice fly. 
Bilodeau, who came on in relief 
for Bazdanes, closed out the 
game to give the Black Bears 
the Saturday sweep with a 4-1 
win.
The series finale on Sunday 
saw even less offensive action 
to start, with no hits recorded 
heading into the bottom of the 
third. Hartford pitcher Chris 
Greiner (2-2), who got the 
loss on the day, first ran into 
trouble when UMaine executed 
a successful hit-and-run that put 
runners on the corners. Fransoso 
grounded into a double play, 
which contributed to the first run 
of the game as Howard crossed 
home, making the score 1-0. 
Mercurio drove in Lugbauer on 
a base hit, to make the score 2-
0. 
Jeffrey Gibbs, who got the 
start for Maine, carried a no-
hitter heading into the fifth, 
where Hartford’s Jon Ricco 
obtained the Hawks first hit. 
UMaine carried the same lead 
heading into the sixth, when 
Hartford’s Victor Santana 
delivered the first extra-base 
hit of the game. Andy Drexel 
brought Santana home on a sac 
fly, cutting the Black Bear lead 
in half. 
Hartford tied the game in 
the following inning after an 
error by Gibbs put the Hawks’ 
Rodger Wilmot on third. A 
successful suicide squeeze 
scored the tying run. Greiner 
pitched himself out of a jam in 
the bottom half of the seventh, 
when he struck out both Lewis 
and Patzalek to end the jam. 
The Hawks took their first 
lead of the day at 3-2 in the top 
of the eighth, when a throwing 
error by Patzalek resulted in the 
go-ahead run crossing the plate 
for the Hawks. Justin Latta (4-
1), who came on in relief for 
Gibbs in the eighth, got out of 
the bases loaded jam by striking 
out Hartford’s Cory Beahm and 
getting leadoff man Andrew 
Siano to ground out. 
Down one heading into the 
bottom half of the eighth, Joey 
Martin reached second on a 
leadoff double. Howard drove 
in Martin with a double of his 
own, tying the game at 3. 
“It was my fourth time seeing 
that pitcher, so I was confident. I 
just tried to put the ball in play,” 
Howard said.
UMaine loaded the bases 
in the eighth, when Fransoso 
legged out an infield single, 
driving in Howard and giving 
the Black Bears its final lead of 
the day at 4-3. 
“We didn’t play well, but we 
did what we needed to do to get 
the win,” said UMaine coach 
Steve Trimper. 
The play was considerably 
sloppy, featuring seven errors 
total and four in the final game. 
“We need to think about 
playing clean defense,” Trimper 
said. “When we do that, we’re 
tough to beat.”
UMaine, which is tied for 
first place in America East with 
Binghamton University, hosts 
America East rival Stony Brook 
University (16-18, 6-3) in a 
crucial four-game series next 
weekend at Mahaney Diamond. 
The doubleheaders begin at 
1 p.m. on both Saturday and 
Sunday.
“I felt great in the circle 
today,” Montano said. “Steph 
(George) called a great game 
behind the plate. She was 
putting them in positions where 
I could get that out pitch.”
Montano was charged with 
UMBC’s final three runs after 
Kelley let up four through an 
inning and two-thirds. Montano 
walked just one of the 31 batters 
she faced. 
The Retrievers scored their 
last run in the fifth inning to go 
up 7-6 before the Black Bears 
strung together three base hits 
in the bottom of the seventh 
and pushed the tying run across 
on a Kali Burnham fielder’s 
choice. 
Hall sparked the fourth 
inning rally with a three-run 
blast, her 10th home run of the 
season. She went 3-for-5 at the 
plate, with four runs batted in. 
“It was a flat pitch, so to me 
it looked like a fastball that she 
missed or she was just trying 
to get me out,” Hall said. “It 
definitely set the momentum, 
and we just went from there.”
Burnham’s RBI-double 
continued the charge, bringing 
in Kristen Calvetti from first. 
Jordan McLain drove in two 
more with a hooking double 
down the left field line and 
Cassie Hodgson’s RBI-bloop 
single to right scored McLain 
with the tying run.
“After the fourth inning, there 
was no way we were losing that 
game,” Hall said.
UMBC No.2 hitter Amanda 
Fefel hit a wind-assisted two-
run home run to left to start the 
game. Leadoff hitter Lauren 
Brummell drove in two with a 
line drive single past the reach of 
shortstop Calvetti in the second 
inning, and the Retrievers added 
two more in the top of the fourth 
inning on an RBI-double by 
Fefel and an RBI-single by Julia 
Culotta.
Fefel (4-4) took the loss in 
the pitcher’s circle, allowing 
two runs through four and two-
thirds innings. UMBC starter 
Stephanie Weigman was lifted 
after UMaine’s six-run rally, 
but was effective early, striking 
out seven in a row after the first 
inning. 
In Saturday’s first game, 
Souhlaris made her only hit 
of the game count. Souhlaris 
welcomed closer Weigman with 
her fifth home run of the season 
over the right-center field wall. 
The Black Bears rallied from 
a 2-0 deficit with runs in the 
third and fifth innings. Calvetti 
drove in the Black Bears’ first 
two runs with a single and a 
double. She was the only Black 
Bear with a multi-hit game, of 
UMaine’s five total hits. 
After UMBC built the early 
lead, scoring in the first and 
third innings, Kelley (10-3) 
bared down to earn the complete 
game win. Kelley yielded seven 
hits, struck out five and walked 
two. 
In the first inning, UMBC 
left fielder Kaela Mason’s triple 
into the right field corner scored 
Fefel from first. 
Brummel led off the third 
inning with a base hit and 
moved over to third on a ground 
out and single before scoring 
on Mason’s sharp grounder to 
shortstop. 
UMaine designated player 
Brynne Davis notched the Black 
Bears’ first hit of the game in the 
bottom of the third inning and 
advanced into scoring position 
on an error before Calvetti 
brought her around with a line 
drive into center field. 
The Black Bears tied it up in 
the fifth when Calvetti’s RBI-
double pushed across Spangler. 
Fefel was charged with one 
of UMaine’s first two runs in six 
innings of work. 
In Saturday’s second game, 
the Black Bears could not 
recover after a three-run first-
inning home run by Mason. 
Mason’s shot off Souhlaris was 
never in doubt as it sailed over 
the left field wall. 
The 3-0 shutout held until the 
fifth inning, when UMaine got 
one back on an RBI-double by 
Hall, but the Retrievers tacked 
on one more in the seventh and 
the Black Bears could do no 
further damage in their final at 
bat. 
Weigman (11-11) went 
the distance for the win. She 
allowed five hits and struck out 
seven, while walking three. Six 
of the strikeouts came in the first 
three innings. 
Souhlaris (5-4) took the loss, 
despite a complete game effort. 
UMBC tallied 10 hits, with half 
coming in the first inning. 
Fefel and Emily Thompson 
each went 3-for-4 at the plate 
and accounted for the three runs 
Mason did not score.
Softball
from Page B6
Staff photo by Amy Brooks
Alexis Souhlaris keeps an eye on the action in Sunday’s 8-7 
win over UMBC at Kessock Field. Souhlaris and the Black Bears 
took two-of-three from the Retrievers over the weekend, including 
an extra-inning win on Sunday. Souhlaris hit a walk-off home run 
for UMaine in game one on Saturday.
something happen at UPenn for 
the second year in a row. Masters 
has been involved in a series of 
tactical races at the national 
level this season, including his 
fourth place finish at the Florida 
Relays. This race proved to be 
no different, as several runners, 
including Masters, swapped the 
lead as the race wore on.
Masters initially appeared to 
be hanging with the lead pack 
for the first mile before moving 
out front to control the tempo of 
the race. Masters led for the next 
half mile before falling back 
momentarily and surging for the 
lead once more.
Masters led two more laps 
before dropping to fourth place 
with about 700 meters to go and 
watching the runners in front 
of him open a late gap. A hard 
charge from the sub-four miler 
put him back up with the lead 
pack, but Masters could not 
catch up with eventual winner 
Brad Kenimer of Dartmouth 
College and settled for second 
place.
In the field, senior Jess Bond 
finished third in the College 
Javelin Throw with a 143-10 
throw. Senior teammate Alli 
Krous’ 139-04 heave was good 
for seventh place, wrapping up 
UMaine’s action on the first day 
of competition.
On day two, junior James 
Berry continued to struggle, 
failing to record a height in the 
College Pole Vault with the bar 
initially set at 15-03.
The relay teams — with 
Miller back at it for the third 
time — were able to put together 
a pair of excellent performances. 
Miller ran a leg of the record-
setting 4x200-meter relay, which 
earned a spot in the ECAC 
division finals where UMaine 
lowered their qualifying time to 
1:37.09, earning fourth place.
The women also sent a 4x800 
team featuring Letourneau, 
Conner, freshman Whitney 
Chamberlain and sophomore 
Jennie Lucy that finished in 
9:06.42
The men’s team fielded a 
4x200 team that edged out the 
school record in 1:29.11, and a 
4x400 team that finished in 53rd 
with a 3:22.37 mark.
“The atmosphere [at Penn] is 
like nothing I ever imagined,” 
said freshman Jamie Ruginski, 
who ran the second leg of the 
4x400. “Thousands of people 
cheering for you while you’re 
running is simply unbelievable. 
I have never been so nervous in 
my entire life for anything.”
A thundering applause from 
over 54,000 fans shook the arena 
on Saturday afternoon when 
Olympic champion and multiple 
world record-holder Usain Bolt 
stepped onto the infield with his 
Jamaican teammates about an 
hour before he was scheduled to 
race in the USA vs. The World 
4x100-meter relay.
Bolt and his island brethren 
dominated the event, with Bolt 
anchoring his team by laying 
down an 8.79-second split 
time, adding once more to his 
overwhelming global persona as 
the world’s fastest man.
The UMaine athletes who 
did not attend the Penn Relays 
headed to Wildcat country for 
a meet with the University of 
New Hampshire, the University 
of Vermont, and the University 
of Massachusetts. Senior Ally 
Howatt led the women’s team 
with wins in the 100 and 200-
meter dashes. Freshman Danielle 
Hutchins contributed a second 
and a third place finish in each 
event as well.
Sophomore Katherine 
McGeoghan also added to the 
Black Bear effort, winning the 
100-meter hurdles and the high 
jump.
The men’s team failed to 
record a victory in any event, 
but second place finishes from 
freshmen Daniel Roukey (200) 
and Jadrien Cousens (high jump) 
anchored the team in Durham.
Next Saturday, for the fourth 
time in as many weeks, the 
Black Bears will make the trip 
to UNH for the America East 
championships. Preseason polls 
pegged the women’s team to 
finish fourth after finishing in 
that position last year. The men, 
after a seventh place effort last 
year, are expected to finish sixth. 









Although it wasn’t always 
pretty, the University of Maine 
baseball team swept the three-
game weekend series against 
the University of Hartford. The 
Black Bears (23-16 overall, 7-
3 America East), had to scrape 
out the final victory on Sunday 
to take all three America East 
Conference games from the 
Hawks who fall to 8-24 overall 
and 2-8 in conference play.
A balanced lineup was the 
key to UMaine’s sweep, as their 
defense faltered throughout the 
weekend. 
“Everyone contributed,” said 
UMaine center fielder Taylor 
Lewis, who had a home run 
in the first game, but was held 
hitless in the following two. 
“They were pitching around me, 
I wasn’t being patient enough at 
the plate.”
Saturday started off on the 
wrong foot for UMaine’s Steve 
Perakslis (3-4). Early control 
problems put two Hawks on 
base, followed by an RBI single 
by Jared Canney, and a rare 
throwing error by Maine catcher 
Joey Mercurio which gave 
Hartford an early 2-0 lead. The 
Black Bears didn’t wait long 
to get on the board, as Tyler 
Patzalek drove in Taylor Lewis 
in the bottom of the first.  
Perakslis continued to 
struggle into the second, giving 
up three runs in the inning. 
UMaine responded with one 
in the bottom of the second, to 
lower the deficit to 5-2. Perakslis 
soon settled in, and held the 
Hawks scoreless for his final 
two innings of work, striking 
out five in four innings of work. 
UMaine continued to deliver 
at that plate, scoring in each 
inning of the first game. In the 
third, they brought Hartford’s 
lead down to one, after Mercurio 
scored on an error, and Matt 
Howard drove in Patzalek. In 
the fourth, with two out and two 
on, Taylor Lewis gave the Black 
Bears the lead for the first time 
with a monstrous homerun to 
right-center field. 
“I was just looking for 
something to drive, and I saw 
it well, and hit it back in the 
direction it was coming from,” 
Lewis said.
The bats continued to work 
in the fifth, where four Black 
Bears gained RBI base hits. 
Kyle Stilphen, Tony Patane, 
and Michael Fransoso all scored 
one during the hit parade, and 
Mercurio drove in two on his 
second double of the game, 
making the score 12-5.
Hartford responded with two 
in the sixth off of Barry Keiffer, 
who came on for Keith Bilodeau 
in the sixth. UMaine returned 
the favor in the bottom of the 
sixth, getting two runs of their 
own, as Joey Martin crossed 
home off a single by George 
Tager. A sac fly by Patane scored 
another, increasing the lead 
back to seven, where it stayed as 
UMaine took game one, 14-7.
Game two was quite the 
contrary to game one, as there 
were just 10 total hits combined 
for both teams. UMaine’s AJ 
Bazdanes (4-3), got the win for 
the Black Bears, going six and a 
third innings, giving up just one 
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It seems like just yesterday I 
first stepped on the University 
of Maine campus as a freshman 
in the fall of 2006. I was a 
wide-eyed 17-year-old kid who 





be a sports 
writer, which 




came to the 
first meeting 
for new 
writers, I was assigned the club 
football beat in its inaugural 
season, and they advanced all 
the way to the championship 
game. Since then, I have 
covered the varsity football 
and baseball teams and have 
written numerous other stories, 
in addition to sports editing 
duties I took on in fall 2008.
The past two years as sports 
editor have been memorable. 
Here are some of the top 
storylines at UMaine during 
that time:
Football advances to FCS 
playoffs in 2008 – Coming off 
a disappointing 4-7 campaign 
in 2007, expectations weren’t 
really high for coach Jack 
Cosgrove’s squad in 2008, 
although they retained the 
bulk of their team. There were 
questions at the quarterback 
position and early in the 
season, star tailback Jhamal 
Fluellen went down to an 
injury. 
After faltering to a 2-3 start, 
there was no room for error for 
the Black Bears headed into 
an early October matchup at 
Delaware. Starting quarterback 
Adam Farkes went down with 
a season-ending injury in 
that game, and Mike Brusko 
stepped in to lead the Black 
Bears to six straight wins. 
UMaine was anchored by a 
running attack led by redshirt 
freshman Jared Turcotte and a 
defense consisting of menacing 
pass rusher Jovan Belcher, who 
is now a linebacker for the 
NFL’s Kansas City Chiefs.
UMaine fell to the 
University of New Hampshire 
in a snowy game, and it 
seemed as though the season 
was over following the loss. 
The selection committee gave 
UMaine an at-large bid into the 
16-team field for the playoffs 
and although the Black Bears 
dropped a 40-15 decision at 
Northern Iowa, it was their 
first appearance in the playoffs 
since 2002.
Volleyball, Men’s soccer 
cut in 2009 – As schools 
around the nation began cutting 
athletic programs due to the 
budget constraints affecting 
all colleges, it finally hit the 
UMaine athletic department 
last April. 
Athletic director Blake 
James was faced with the 
tough decision of cutting the 
athletic budget and was forced 
to eliminate two programs, 
bringing the total number of 
varsity sports down to 15.
Although the volleyball 
and men’s soccer team had 
their fair share of struggles, 
it’s always difficult to see 
programs eliminated, especially 
when you see those student-
athletes putting in all that time 
and dedication and seeing it 
evaporate.
You can’t fault the athletic 
department because times like 
these happen, and all schools 
were facing, and still are 
facing, this crisis.
Gustav Nyquist named 
2009-10 First Team All-
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By Derek McKinley
MEC Staff
In front of an electrifying 
crowd at the legendary Franklin 
Field in Philadelphia, the 
University of Maine women’s 
4x100-meter and distance 
medley relay teams laid down 
their best efforts against fierce 
competition from around the 
country and the world. 
The 116th running of the 
Penn Relays got its first look at 
the Black Bears when the 4x100 
team of Shaniqua Burgess, 




record that had 
stood for less 




for 35th place 
out of 95 teams 
c o m p e t i n g 
T h u r s d a y 
afternoon.
“I feel 
a b s o l u t e l y 
great breaking 
the record,” Burgess said. “We 
are fast and we are a great 
combination. As far as our 
conference rivals, [this] is just a 
statement to them that Maine is 
here and we are ready.”
“I really enjoy relays. [They] 
help generate teamwork, patience 
[and] leadership,” Miller said. 
“As for the records, I’m very 
blessed to have received them, 
but I really don’t like to worry 
too much about numbers. I just 
want to run my fastest each time 
I get on that track.”
Miller, despite being a 
freshman, is no stranger to the 
University of Pennsylvania.
“My high school competes 
there almost every year, so I was 
fortunate enough to go all four 
years of my high school career,” 
Miller said. “Going back there 
again, seeing past teammates 
and competitors, along with 
new people to race as well, was 
magnificent.”
“[I was] excited to get on the 
track and run my hardest,” she 
added.
Miller ran the 400-meter leg of 
the distance medley team that also 
featured seniors Jordan Daniel 
(1,200) and Vanessa Letourneau 
(800), and sophomore Corey 
Conner (1,600). The group 
managed an 11:36.67 finish, just 
shy of the mark set at the Florida 
Relays a few 
weeks ago. 
In the highly 
compet i t ive 
field, the team 
managed 12th 




of the night 
f o l l o w i n g 
a brief rain 
delay, junior 
Allie Conner 
got a chance 
at individual 
success running in the Olympic 
Development 5,000-meter run. 
The elder Conner finished with 
an outdoor personal best of 
17:25.79, good for 22nd out of 
34 runners.
“I [was] hoping that I 
[would] get a fast time under 
my belt, which would give me 
the confidence to really go after 
conferences and score some 
points for the team. Running 
a faster time can only help put 
me in a faster heat for ECAC’s,” 
Conner said.
Not long after Conner 
stepped off the hallowed ground 
of Franklin Field, sophomore 
Riley Masters looked to make 
By Steven McCarthy
MEC Staff
After three and a half innings 
Sunday, the University of Maine 
softball team simply wanted 
to avoid getting mercy-ruled 
by the University of Maryland 
Baltimore County Retrievers.
Facing a 6-0 deficit, the Black 
Bears made it a new game in the 
bottom of the fourth inning and 
eventually came away with an 
8-7 nine-inning walk-off win to 
take two-of-three America East 
Conference games on the home 
weekend at Kessock Field. 
The Retrievers (22-21, 3-
9 America East) looked like 
anything but a bottom of the 
conference foe. They took an 
early lead in all three games, 
and forced UMaine (20-22, 9-3 
AE) to walk-off with both wins. 
A leadoff home run by UMaine 
senior second baseman and 
pitcher Alexis Souhlaris gave 
the Black Bears a 3-2 win in the 
weekend opener. UMBC won 
Saturday’s second game 4-1.
“It’s nice to go up and put a 
team away early, but you have 
to know how to come back in 
situations,” Souhlaris said. “We 
know we can hit, so we try to 
pretty stay pretty laid back, stay 
pretty calm, and take care of 
things at the plate when we’re 
up there and behind.”
UMaine entered the weekend 
tied on the top rung of the 
conference ladder with defending 
conference champions Boston 
University. The Black Bears 
will host the Terriers for three 
games next weekend. 
“It was good competition 
for us, and it definitely set us 
in a good position for next 
weekend,” UMaine junior third 
baseman Terren Hall said.
Souhlaris set the table in 
the ninth inning Sunday with a 
leadoff walk, and crossed with 
the winning run from second on 
Hall’s line drive up the middle, 
after Whitney Spangler was hit 
by a pitch. 
“I wasn’t looking to be 
the hero again or anything,” 
Souhlaris said. “I was thinking 
‘Just get on base and you’ll 
score.’”
UMaine senior pitcher 
Cayleigh Montano (1-2) worked 
seven and one-third innings in 
relief of starter Ashley Kelley 
to pick up her first win of the 
season. Montano, who has 
been nursing an elbow injury, 
more than doubled her season 
strikeout total with 11 in the 
game. 
Staff photo by Amy Brooks
Kristen Calvetti awaits a pop up on the edge of the infield in 
Sunday’s 8-7 win over UMBC. UMaine took two of three from UMBC 
to improve to 9-3 in America East play.
Hall, Souhlaris lead UM 
to series win over UMBC
Records fall at Penn Relays
Freshman Miller helps women set UM marks
UMaine rallies, sweeps Hartford 
Howard RBI, 
run leads to 
Sunday win
Staff photo by Amy Brooks
Ian Leisenheimer takes a lead off first base in Sunday’s 4-3 win over the University of Hartford at Mahaney Diamond. The Black Bears 
rallied for two runs in the eighth inning to sweep the series.
“I really don’t like 
to worry too much 
about numbers. I 
just want to run my 
fastest each time I 
get on that track.”
Cearha Miller
4x100 relay team member
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“It was good competition for us, and it de!nitely 
set us in a good position for next weekend.”
Terren Hall 
UMaine third baseman, regarding softball’s weekend series 
with the University of Maryland Baltimore County
By Adam Clark
